THE U.S. AND LATIN AMERICA:
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC RELATIONS

Political Science 146A

Spring 2016
Peter H. Smith

phsmith@ucsd.edu
Office Hours Wed 2-4, SSB 364
Center 214






    
Wed 5:00-7:50 pm




     
           

       


This course offers an analytical survey of U.S. relations with Latin America.  Historical perspective extends from the 1820s to the present, with special attention to the shape and implications of the post-9/11 international environment.  Coverage will focus on processes of economic integration (including NAFTA), illegal drug trafficking, undocumented migration, environmental protection, and the challenges of “homeland security.”

Course requirements include:

1.  regular attendance at class sessions;

2.  assigned readings:
· Peter H. Smith, Talons of the Eagle: Latin America, the United States, and the World, 4th edition (New York: Oxford University Press, 2013), and
· Robert H. Holden and Eric Zolov, eds., Latin America and the United States: A Documentary History (New York: Oxford University Press, 2011); hereinafter Holden&Zolov. 

Lecture outlines can be found under a POLI 146A directory on the instructor’s website at the following address: http://pages.ucsd.edu/~phsmith
For further reading consult <http://library.brown.edu/modernlatinamerica>

TAs/Readers: 

· Kathryn Baragwanath  [kbaragwa@ucsd.edu]

· John Gotti [jgottiucsd@gmail.com]
Papers and Examinations

1. A closed-book written exam will take place on Wednesday, May 25 (this will count for one-third of the course grade).
2. A “mock” midterm exam will be distributed on Wednesday, May 4.  It is intended for reference only.  
3. Analytical papers (10-15 pages in length) will be due by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 1 (this will count for two-thirds the course grade).  
COURSE SCHEDULE

PERSPECTIVES AND THEMES

Mar 30:  Course Structure and Design

    Reading:


        Smith, Talons, Introduction 

     Films:  Speeches by Susan Rice, Barack Obama
 HISTORICAL TRENDS

                Apr 06:  Imperialism in the Americas


    Reading:

Smith, Talons, chs. 1-4
Holden&Zolov, Selections 2-6, 14, 23, 29, 34


     Apr 13: Cold War in the Americas


      Reading:

Smith, Talons, chs. 5-8
Holden&Zolov, Selections 70-72, 81-87, 109-113, 120
         Film: “Missing”
     Apr 20: Geoeconomics and the Global War on Terror
      Reading: 

      Smith, Talons, chs. 9-11
      Holden&Zolov, Selections 123, 126, 128
      CURRENT ISSUES

Apr 27:  A New World, the New Left
              Reading:

      Smith, Talons, ch. 12
   Holden&Zolov, Selection 137
Film:  “South of the Border” (Oliver Stone) 

May 04:  The Political Economy of Drug Trafficking

  Reading:


       Smith, Talons, ch. 14

Holden&Zolov, Selection 132

   Film:  “Maria Full of Grace” 
                May 11:  Dilemmas of Migration 
Reading:

Smith, Talons, ch. 13

Holden&Zolov, Selections 135-136
 Film:  “The 800 Mile Wall”
May 18:  What’s Up with Cuba?
Reading:

   Richard Feinberg, Open for Business [TBA]

    Films:  Obama Speeches in Washington DC (2014) and Havana (2016)
FINAL PERSPECTIVES

May 25:   In-Class Examination
June 01:   From Bush to Obama to… ? /Concluding Thoughts  
Film: “The Latin American and Caribbean Presence in the U.S.”
PAPER DUE
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