POLI 146A: GUIDELINES FOR PAPER

The U.S. and Latin America: Political and Economic Relations 

Spring 2016
1. Defining a Topic  
Any subject related to U.S.-Latin American relations—proposed by student and approved by your TA (Kathryn or John).  You may contact them to discuss potential topics before obtaining final approval. Your topic does not have to relate directly to lectures or readings. Examples:
Outside of class: Sports (e.g. baseball), film (depictions of Latina women), music (lyrics, popularity of stars, etc.), advertising (Corona beer)

From within class: Content of Latin American nationalism, impacts of drug war (e.g., Plan Colombia or Mérida Initiative), reactions to 9/11, Obama relationship with Latin leaders, Hugo Chávez phenomenon, evaluations of NAFTA.

Approval: Topics should be approved by your TA by Friday, May 20 (end of week 8). You should contact your TA asap with your topic ideas to allow for adjustments and feedback. 

2. Requirements
Focus and Structure: Your paper should begin with a clearly defined question about your topic. For the remainder of the paper, you should make an argument that answers that question, citing outside sources and documentary evidence to support that argument.  See following page.
Length: 10-15 double-spaced pages (including notes or bibliography). Please use 1-inch margins, 12 pt. font, and include page numbers. 

Citations: You may use your preferred citation style (e.g., MLA, Chicago, APSA). Please be sure you understand UCSD’s policies on plagiarism, which can be found here: http://libraries.ucsd.edu/locations/sshl/guides/preventing-plagiarism/ucsd-policies.html
3. Submission

Your papers must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 1.  Submit your paper in hard copy in class and as an e-mail attachment to your TA. 
Late papers will be docked 10% of the grade if submitted after the end of class on Wednesday, June 1st, and an additional 10% for each subsequent late day (exceptions will be made only for university-specified and verifiable excuses).
SAMPLE STRUCTURE OF A 146a PAPER

Introduction (2 pages)

Broad topic of interest (eg, legacies of Cold War)


Specific topic (eg US relations with Cuba)

The questions:  Why did US policy last so long?  What allowed Obama to shift course?
Any particular hypothesis?

Sources and Methods (3 pages)
Speeches by US congressional representatives OR memoirs of given politicians OR popular opinion polls

Look for justifications for perpetuation (or reform) of policies OR Hollywood films (eg, “South of the Border”)

OR Cuban artists, musicians, or athletes in American society

Any specific method of analysis?

Analysis (5 pages)

Connect evidence to questions: What was the cause of inaction?  OR what permitted change?  Eg did popular opinion change?  Especially in the state pf Florida?

Conclusion (2 pages)


Was the hypothesis confirmed?  What does that mean?

Bibliography (1 page)


Sources: Books, articles, movies, novels, etc.

Note:  Leave time for a second draft!
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