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PROJECT 4:  Writing the Proposal
I.  INTRODUCTION


1) State issue to be addressed



- Focus of inquiry, hypothesis, theme explored, etc.



- e.g. Error repair, Use of space to organize task, Role of scaffolding, etc. etc.


2) Situate in field



- Brief background on related literature (Cite sources, include list of references at end)



- Can include more traditional approaches to problem and/or cognitive ethnographic


3) Warrant method and model



- Why Cognitive Ethnography is a good method to address this issue



- Why Distributed Cognition is a good model for it



- But avoid discussion of your findings here


4) Brief overview of specific context & approach



- Research setting, general approach, etc.




- e.g Video in school of kids learning math, Video of team work in an office, etc.



- Brief justification for media selected to score




- e.g. Relative gaze, orientation & affect in mother-infants, Coord of eyes, hands & objects, etc. 

 II.  METHODS


- Details of specific setting of Pilot Study


- Where & when shoot, Who (Subjects & Observers) involved, Camera setup, Sound, etc.


- Micro analysis - Specific protocol, ethogram (if appropriate), planned analysis


- Macro analysis - Specific protocol, planned analysis


- Historic analysis - Sources of info 

e.g. Manuals, course materials, background research, interview, participant-observer experience, etc.


- Interview - How and when conducted, types of questions asked, etc.

III.  RESULTS


- Describe specific findings of at each level of analysis and integrate them



- Represent results in text AND with Graphics (Graphs, Time Lines, Drawings, etc etc)


- Should include…



- Meaning:  e.g. How was meaning made, How did task shape meaningfulness of action, etc, etc.



- Describe and represent configural change
 NOTE re: Methods & Results:     Be specific!     Be sure work reflects the Three Laws!

- Keep Methods (how you did it) separate from Results (what you found). 

- Ok to organize Micro Methods, Micro Results, Macro Methods, Macro Results etc. Any order (Macro, Micro) ok.

- Use JARGON (from Readings, Lectures, etc) throughout paper - How you talk about what you saw matters!

-  Use your IMAGINATION to find clear compelling ways to represent complex data!!

IV.  DISCUSSION


- Return to themes in Introduction, re-discuss Issue, Method, & Model in light of results



- What do results of above Pilot Study suggest might be outcome of full study? 



- What were advantages of approach?


- Impact of Methods

- Impact of camera, Role of participant observer (biases, contributions), “Camera position as theory”


- Evaluate Methods

- How would you extend what you did to do a full study?

- What would you do differently?

V.  APPENDICES


- Protocols & ethograms


- Data sheets with raw data (including Transcription, other micro or macro data)


- Graphic Representations (More than one required! Ok to include within text instead)


- Signed Informed Consent forms (Required to pass!)


- References

