Rent - Seeking and Economic Performance: The Negative
Effect of Lawyers on Country Economic Growth

8. The invisible foot and the waste of nations 119
GNP Growth
Per Capita
‘.8 § Arabia Singapore
Kare Hong Kong
6 Ta
Jordan
Spain Malaysia
4 tri Finland
Avs florwuy p lnelc ) Cosia Rica
AlgeﬁPMk
2 Australia
itzerland .
Swigerhnd, o Indi Chile
Zimbabwe Nepal
0 Bangladesh P
&
0 5 1.0 15 2.0

Lawyers/Physicians

Figure 8.2. GNP growth per capita during 1960-80 versus the ratio of
iawyers to physicians.

Source: Stephen P. Magee, William A. Brock, and Leslie Young, Black Hole Tariffs and Endogenous Policy
Theory (Cambridge University Press, 1989).



