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‘HOW MUCH FOOD WILL THERE BE IN HEAVEN?'
LUTHERANS AND ABORIGINES AROUND COOKTOWN TO 1900*

John and Leslie Haviland

Hopevale, the oldest surviving Aboriginal mission in North Queens-
land, has a continuous history as an institution from 1887 w the
present. Social and genealogical continuities with the past are import-
ant for Hopevale people but modern life on the mission is also the
product of ninety years of official administration, Descendants of the
original inhabitants of the Cooktown area form part of the wider Cape
York Aboriginal community produced by the haphazard workings of
government policies, and today live in towns, on stations and other
Quecnsland settlements, However, most of the people who can still lay
claim to the area are members of the Lutheran community a1t Hope-
vale, tracing back genealogical connections within the mission live or
more generations. Hopevale people maintain strong personal ties to
their community and land, even if they have moved clsewhere. Al-
though Hopevale is an artificial community, socially and geographic-
ally isolated by its founding missionaries, its roots lie deep in the
history of the Cooktown arca

Hopevale people take a strong interest in their own history. The
oldest people, whether born on the mission or brought there by police
as children, grew up in an established mission society that became
their entire universe — a universe which, during their lifetime, before
and after World War II, underwent two complete transformations.
Younger people know something of, but did not experience, a time
when mission life apparently was insulated wholly from the outside
world. They have heard of their ancestors who [ormed the core of the
early mission, and of others who maintained the last autonomous
Aboriginal groups in the area, often taking final refuge in small bush
camps on mission land. Knowledge of the past at Hopevale, though
rich, is unorganized, and largely contained in the memories of a few.

This paper explores the carliest period in the formation of the
Hopevale community, the founding of the mission at Cape Bedford.
Why did government, police or settlers want such a mission at all>Why
did missionarics take it up? Why did Aborigines frequent the mission,
and why ultimately, did they remain?

* We wish to thank John Beaton and Winifred Mumford for the maps, Elisabeth
Paiz for German translations, Konrad Rauh, Archivist at Neuendetielsau Mission
Society, for copies of early correspondence, and Rev. 1. Roennfeldi, the Archives
of the Luiheran Church of Australia and R.M.W. Dixon for the loan of other his-
torical materials.
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Endeavour River branches and iis tributury creeks. Aborigines came to
be F:gardcd by colonists as *thieves and scoundrels’; complaints 1o the
police reflected more concern for the predations of hunters on
settlers’ cattle than any genuine fear [or the salety ol the scttlers
themSch_'l:s. Settlers, however, often phrased their complaints in terms
of putative threats to their persons, or alleged attacks. Henry R. Junes
wrole: I

take my earnest and solemn waming that if some decisive sleps are

not taken at once 1o put a Stop to these black raids, some of us

about here will lose our lives, as the blacks are growing bulder and
more mischievous every day. They are certainly worse abuut here
now lhanl they were years ago, as any mischicl they do now is done
with perlect impunity, at least as far as the Native Police are con-
cerned . . . - We are being impoverished almost daily by our losses
in stuck being killed and crippled and, what is still worse driven
all aver the country.15 '
The squatters objected 1o Aborigines not because they killed cattle
but because by hunting they ran the cattle which then would not
fatten.18 Aborigines crossing station land and camping at water holes
were not approved of by settlers,

At this time police were willing to move Aborigines off settlers'
land, to caution them against killing stock, and 1o hunt them down
when they were considered threatening, ! 7 but they were less prepared
iu;:ﬂn:.a:l}r settlers wishcii to ‘disperse’ Aborigines — to shoot up

gnal camps — merely [ i it i
el Cuﬁl_-.kmwn, mfmi‘cl‘:ngmg about. Fitzgerald, the Police

It is utterly hopeless for him [the police inspector]to expect the

good f_cclmgs of the majurity of his neighbours — humanity is un-

recognized — their creed: extermination of the natives, 18

As both Aboriginal men and women became useful in the colonial
cconomy, not all settlers regarded extermination as a necessary policy,
In fact, both official and popular opinion believed that Abuorigines,

::ﬂ h}ﬂ?géﬁ'ﬂ'g::lﬂmd Stau: Archives {from now on referred o as mﬂ]

I3 Henry R. Jones 1o Colonial Se o i H y
. 1885, QSA COL/m1g0 #3!}53,2???3!{_ rom now on Col. Sec.), 16 February
‘Slone Age", letter 10 Cueensiander, 17 Au i 5
: v, ler, gust 1895 (in QSA COL/ARO
fl?ﬂ;’iﬁ of 1895); Aboriginal burning of grass, pari of thc{nurga.l cyche rfl’ Ea.m;
Ln‘;:::ﬂ;;nc:, d“"'mdi ca.t::r:m.-n: see Sgr. 'E'hin.-lurd t0 Commissioner of
om now on referred to as Com. Pol. ;
e Ak o m. Pol.), 24 July 1897; QSA COLf140
17 See Sub-Inspecior Jocelyn Brooke to Police Ma istrate (I
tu as Pol. Mag.) Fitzgerald at Cook 2 . 83, QSA COLIASSE
#1303 of 1883 and cﬁ-lusur:s. o 0 Decambar AH. 18A s,

l 3 e 4
B Il‘gk;id.‘. Fitzgerald to Com. Pol., 5 March 1885, Q5A COL/A422, 8053 of
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archaic remnants of an outmoded form of humanity with an ana-
chronistic style of life, were destined to die out. According o a
Cooktown Herald editorial in 1874:

When savages are pitted against civilization, they must go to the

wall; it is the fate of their race . . . Much as we may deplore the

necessity for such a state of things, it is absolutely necessary, in
vrder that the onward march of civilization may not be arrested by

the antagonism of the Aboriginals, 19
For some colonizers of the Cooktown area, this belicf morally re-
guired the conquering civilization to case the pain of the last days of
the Abuorigines; for others, it was a justilication for venality. Whatever
their attitude toward Aborigines the very presence of the settlers suon
made the Aboriginal hunting and gathering way of life impussible. In
the Cooktown area this process occurred extremely rpidly.

The road to the goldfields, as well as the telegraph line 10 Maytown
linished in 1876, followed the Endeavour River for almost its full
extent.20 Police patrols and gold escorts made hunting and camping
along this vital artery risky for Aborigines, In addition by the late
1870s scattered farm settlements existed along both banks of the
river;2 1 during the next decade and a half settlement enclosed virtu-
ally all the land along the river, more than half of the right-hand
branch, and all permanent waterways connected to them.

Following a government investigution into the possibility for trop-
ical agriculture in the Cooktown area2? the Mclvor River region north
of Cooktown experienced a sudden sugar boom. In the Mclvor region,
unsettled prior to 1881, more than 13,000 acres were taken up by
southern speculators in 1882.23% A map drawn in 1896 to show rural
properties, displays the complete colonial dominion over all permin-
ent water in the Cooktown area.24 In twenty years, just one genera-
tion, any possibility of living within a traditional economy had been
denied the Aboriginal population,

19 Cooktown Herald, sub-editorial, 24 June 1674,

20The Cookiown-Laura Railway alse followed this route and was opened in
1885, QVP 1886, 111:151.

21 See Alex McNickle to editor, Cookioun Independent, dated 28 March 1897,
published 7 April 1897, QSA COL/142; Pike 1979:5%, 85, 88.

22*Report on economics and tropical horticuliure’, QVP 1880, 11:1243-1247;
see also “soil report’, Queensland Parliament, Legislative Assembly, Journals
1881, 11:926.

23 Cooktown Chronicle, 20 September 1879, ‘Closing of Mclvor land’, mentions
Baird, C. Walsh, and F.J.W. Beardmore, all Cookiown merchants; see also
Queenslander, 23 October 1881, showing 15,000 acres at the Mclvor aﬂpliﬂl
for from Cooktown; Queenslander, 4 March 1882, p.261, vol. 4: Quevnslander,
18 March 1882, p. 325, col. 1| [References courtesy of Ruth Kerr.)

24054 Map, N 1896, Cook,
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from house to house and in many instances terrify the inmates’.35
Within a few months townspeople demanded a regularised, supervised,
rationed settlement be organized on the North Shore Reserve which
would keep the ‘naked savages' off the streets except when their
labour was required.

By 1885 the Cooktown Independent’s editorial opinions reflected
the changing climate:
“Bringing in the blacks" is one thing, but keeping them in as a
fraternity of thieves is another, and we won't have it. The poor
devils have been taught how to appreciate civilised food by a civil-
ising and humane government, and then they are left to satisfy
their cravings by preying on decent people in indecent costume, to
the disgust of wives and daughters . . . We still adhere to our
opinion that they should be rounded in at the North Shore Reserve,
and kept there by the aid of the police, with a qualified governor
or teacher to show them how to work for their living, by cultiva-
tion, fishing, etc., and by hiring themselves out to béche-de-mer
boats. Every two or three months our fishermen have to go south
for labour, while there are hundreds of black loafers about the
suburbs. By confining them to their reserve, and establishing a
labour depot under charge of a qualificd protector, the town would
be cleared of an intolerable nuisance and the demands of the
fishing labour market met.36
No Queensland mission society wished to start work on the North
Shore Reserve, but a series of fortuitous events brought missionary
Johann Flierl, later founder of the New Guinea Lutheran Mission, to
Cooktown and ultimately to Cape Bedford. Delayed on his way to
MNew Guinea, Flier]l preached to an unenthusiastic German community
and picked up a few words of Guugu-Yimidhirr from Aborigines he
encountered about Cooktown.37 Stung by the remarks of the
German Consul that missionaries had refused to work at Cape Bedford
because it did not offer any prospects of material gain, and en-
couraged by Fitzgerald, Flierl applied to the Premier of Queensland
to establish a Mission Station at Cape Bedford, pledging at least five
years of school, gardening and Gospel.38 The government, in accept-
ing the arrangement, offered to assist the missionary with buildings,
tools, seeds and free rations for twelve months.39 The Cooktown

35 As above,

36 Cooktown Mmdependent 14 February 1885, Q8A COL/A422, #3053 of 1885.
57 Flierl 1910:57; Deutsche Kerchen-und Missions-Zeitung (from now on re
ferred 1o as KMZ) 1885, § 26 (Flierl lewer of 8 December 1885).

38 Neuendettelsau Mission-Society Archives (from now on referred 1o as ND)
Flierl to Deinzer, 24 December 1885 and 31 December 1885, NI Flierl and
Biar tele to Premier Griffiths, 17 December 1885, ND; Flierl to Milman,
PM. C town, 26 December 1885, ND.

39 Milman to Flierl, 12 January 1886, ND.

‘HOW MUCH FOOD WILL THERE BE IN HEAVEN'

olice also offered a native trooper as interpreter for the first
40
m'}'{icul:l saw both a pressing need to improve the lot of the Cookiown
Aborigines and a particulardy open field for Christian missionizing. He
Wr%:: number of blacks in the close vicinity is supposed 1o be 400-
500, Three years ago they were still I'.'ll'lulilbil';- fﬁjm'en sie noch
Menschen] . . . only recently they started coming mln_ﬂnukmwn
begging for alms. They have not had much contact with humans
[sic]; they speak hardly any English. The ‘ironclad’ power of t.]"
police during former times should have trained them for Christianity
icl4l
[[-‘ilii:ti't carlier experiences with Aborigines inI South Australia led
him to observe carefully the North Shore natives ?ppcaﬂm:clan{i cus-
toms: their dances were ‘ugly and disgusting’; their ‘hl_.uudih:mm:ss.
preoccupation with *witchcraft’, ‘nakedness’, and their reluctance to
work were ample evidence that the mission Illi;c]] much to mm:::-: :;::
. our g' 42 Missionary Plalzer, a young
;Engutith’; r[::pl.acf:ﬂ;ll:crl at Elim in September 1886, decided after
only a few months that his expectation that the Aborigines might have
been partially ‘civilised’ by contact with Europeans was ill-founded.
From being ‘notorious cannibals’ who ‘altacllud anyth:_n!; that moved,
be it animal or human, speared it, roasted it and ate it Plalzer con-
sidered the Aborigines to have hardly progressed at all; changes thalu
had occurred he attributed to violence between white and black: to ‘a
number of terrible bloodbaths . . . — whether justified is a different
matter — in which almost all fathers of children wl',""'. are now ten years
or older were killed’, and to police control of Aboriginal groups. Never-
theless, Pfalzer remarked, ‘robberies and lootings tal:e place almost
daily as well as injuries to whites and killings of Chinese ' & i
Aborigines north of Cooktown had ‘noble acts’ to their c : it,
(rescuing shipwrecked whites), but also ‘despicable acts of treachery’ to
their debit (for example, rebelling against a Cooktown fisherman m:;r
Lizard Island, throwing him overboard, and ahsgundmg with his
boat).44 The missionaries were quite prepared 1o believe that the Cape
Bedford people only recently had ceased cooking and eating their own

40 Flierl report of 14 January 1886 in KMZ 12 February 1BBE. ;

41 Flierl report, ‘Foundation of a new Lutheran Mission in Morth Queensland”, 15
s e e for New Guinea, published in Kirchliche

ierl’ t before leaving lor New Guinea, pu

ﬂ;l;::l_:“:::l :T':m fiber Hr:rr.riu:ltn'kn ... |from now on referred to as
KM) 1886, #9.

49 Plalzer 1o Connector, 6 February 1887, ND.

44 Flierl's remarks, KM 1886, #9 for credit; Plalzer 1o Inspecior, 6 July 1887 (sce
KM 1887, #10) for debit.
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