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Wed, June 15

I begin these notes today, although I've been in San
Cristobal since Monday, becauee this is the first 3{,1
visit the Pield. In San Cristobal, with Rich and S
Price as tutors, I have been leprning the technigues of
bartering, aand have bought varioue necessities, e.g.,
tollet paper, a battle and & funnel, flee powder, & rain
Cape, eto.

? Chep wae drafted as my guide to Z 1life, and we set out
for 7Apas at about 10:30 sx. We were unsble to find & truck
heading towerds Tuxtle from the market, 8o we took an :
1] :00 second-class bus as far as Ravenchauk. The bus driver
wWas a bit *tonto' and we had to pound oa the windows to
get him to stop to let us off. (Price: $2) On the dus,

Cep gave me some useful PTzotzil words for various musical
things which follow:

l:itarn

arpa

ﬁ.alin

traml drum) .
flute) o

hvnbahon( ctu:) misicien

vob - musie -

Frem Navenchauk we started across’ ihe moungaing .fer
aomthi .more than a thirty mimute walk.

G wer » Tittle difrioutt to hesE inges
with people we met on the pgth. He pdyige S
the @ ¢ #Civat, "  (whexre is f1lled

w:.th suck- things MWHW, e nafe), with the
"Bitan® expected, The women we mg%, as predicted,
Wmt off to the eide of the path. I notiooﬁ thni Cep generally
stopped at the side himself whan he met mml Bo matter
Who was lead: them. 7The eXxchangss wexre f od with
little words like ce7e, te, etc., which I couldn't pick out.
I'got a little informatioa from our comversation as
we walked along. I agked, in one instance, why a man of
Cep's spparent age had called him 'totik'. He expleined ths
because he had psesed one caxrgo he deserved m certain smount
of respect. He elso explained why certein gargoes on the first
level are better than others —— or are deserving of more
respect. (?7) Roughly, it seemed that the scale was based
on the amount of ‘work' invelved in performing the duties
of the cargo: the number and duration of fimtas for which
one is reaponsivle, the clothes and supplies one must buy,
the musicians to be preocured.
Musicians? Ah, I asked C l‘ho tell me more., Me told
me that as Martomorey segumdo (langwe ge n:lnng : % he had
need of the Vielin Harp Guitar trieo. He himself bousght
the thres instruments for his musicians, and he kept them
in his house. Hs told me, however, that one doesn!'t hawe
tg b“’éi‘“n? hedai;i f;o that h%a S;toa could 1;;:13 to
Play. e harp an ar came Lfrog bt
was of Z make, and evidently Cep went through eleborate
bartering with its meker to get it. (He uys thet it 1s part
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of the cargohelder's Job to go three times to the maker
with gifte sand drink, until he consemnts to sell the instru-
ment ——-- in thie case, for 15 pesos.) For a cargoholder,
the other instrumente generally cost about 50 pesos for the
harp, and 30 for the guitar, although tourlets will generally
get scalped for four times those amounts. :

™o of the musicians (I don't know which) whom Cep
#enerally used were from Hteklum, the other from somewhere
else. . If his regulars were sick or didn't have sufficient
time, however, he Bays he was perfectly free to get others.

He also mentioned that the musiciane associated with
different cargoholders played different pilesas. Not only
the words but the melodies mmym are diffﬁrenf: (How this
can be I will describe belew.) The piece for his cargo
wag called

gson martomoreyetik. '
(Note that, ae recorded elsewhers, the musicians sesociasted
with the alfereces are only two: the harpiet is omitted,
Noreover, these musicians are more or less permanent; they
have a somewhat official position. For example, Cep says
they wear special trajes, having =-~ among other things I
don't remember ~-— gresen trousers, Cep's musicians, on
the other hand, dreesed as usual, evean though Cep himself
wore a special wool suit which he later showed me,

12:30
__ We reached Cep's house just after n
to rain ofi the path, B0 we hung our cay
deor. I had asked Cep what to eay as we went in; he had
said eomething es one possidblaity, and '

cahvulahan ,
a8 another. As it turned cut, I was more or less ignored
when I came in, The wife, Maruc, was seated by the fire
with her eyes squinted up from the smoke, She had her baby
(about 1% months 0ld) hidden —-- all wrapped up on her back.
There was e young girl, also Maruc, ruming arcund. The
two boye were et school. Below I will disgram the house,

wavrs  sAoev
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. The smoke from the fire wae let out through the tep,
- which had a cupola=like design. The walle were mede of
~ boards, but firewood was stood in long poles all around -
the outaside of the walls. The roof was straw - Cep said
4t was rather expansive to make. The whole structure seemed
to be supported by poles eunk in the ground ringing the house.
Table 1, by the fire, had cooking utensils, cups, a bottle
of medicine for the girlyd, Who had the whooping cough,
and g large stone for grinding the corm to make tortillas.,
The other corm grinder in the diagrem is like a meat grinder,
into which boiled cora is put as the second part of the
tortilla~making process. bed 1 elept Cep, his wife, the
baby and the girl. The boys elept in Bed 2. Table two
wae piled with vardious mate, and there we put our bage.
" The altar design will be described below. Behind and on it
Cep had various thinge stored: his instruments, a box con-
taining money and notes, some chairs, and posh. Two crude
inages of cowe (?) with riders sat in front af it. Cep later
t0ld me that it was maintained from hise cargo days. The
chairs were moved around to accoimodate whoever came in,

Though I gather that Cep bhad not been home for some
time there seemed to be no particular flurry when he came
in, Everyone moxre or less sat where he had been, while we
removed our coats, hung up our morales asnd sat down. I had
no way of knowing what to do, 20 I didn't bow or anything.
I just sat, while my presence was explained.,
<o The-mether sont the girl out to phwoure some eggs, and
immediately set about giving us seme food, Pirst she offered
&8 bowl of water which Cep explained was for washing.
: ML ca7atin, Tun? (Will you wash, Xun?)
The two egges Were hard boiled and passed out to the two of
us, (A1l the cooking was done in pots nestled in the coale
of the fire.) Meanwhile the two doys had come home (early,
1 think) and they sat neay Bed 1, in a ecircle with the
mother to eat, Cep and I, on the other hamd, took chairs
out in the middle of the house. We had eggs, rehethed tor-
tillaes, end some beans out of a pod which snother Zinacan-
teco had given Cep in the market., Ko besns,

‘Hna7 hlo7 ton kaxlan. - (I can eat egzs.)

Aftexr lunch - N - R ‘

.~ Tt wee raining rather hard when we finished, so Cep
set about various at-home tasks. He sent one of the boys
out to borrew a tool, a sort of chisel, and set about
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the job in abeut an hourj the 1lid swung but wouldn't latch.
Then Cep turned to the job of ropa:l.ri.ngfopbn*s (Cep 3Jr.?)
sandal, which had come apart at one side, o
The little girl's cough was quite awful, and whenever
she had an attsck she would run outside and cough into the
drainage trench. No one seemed to pay much attention %o
that, seeing that there was little they could do. In fact,
the multitude of cries, whimpers and screams from the children
met with little reaction. : : . : o
A féw yandom notest l. The water dripping off the roof
from the rain waa collected in buckets, and used for washing.
(It was quite dirty: but, then agein, it was never used for
cooking either.) 2. A visitor ceme by forsomething =-— per-
haps just to get out of the rain - snd was not invited
in. 8he stood outside and taliced through the slats, while
the reat of ue remained ineide, busy at our tasks. 3, The
baby was complete y covered almost all the time, end hung
in a sling on the mother's back, Nome of it was vimible.
Vhen it cridd the first few times, I looked around to sea
where it was, The only time I ever saw it unwrapped was
once at mesaltime, and onte at bedtime., ‘. .
It cleared up a little and Cep and I went out to look
around., He offered me a cigarette which I accepted. I tolad
him that at home I don't amoke but that here I understand
that it is good to emoke and give gigarettes to your frimamds,
Ho said that that was the custom, end outlined for me the
circumstanc es--undser which one ought to pave-bthem out, -
The verb in question ia; _
~ mm oci-siktalak = (I emoke)
I also lesrned the following words:
leron (I am well; the normal suffix addition which I
_ had forgotten) _
gozs vo7  (hard reiny literelly strong (or much) water)
hutuk noTox (e little, no more) o

Various people came to call as we were just esitting
around. A woman neighbor came, and after talicing for a time,
borrowed two peeos. A boy came by selling corm, and Cep
eventually bought 100 peeos worth., A girl brought several
balls of thread which Cep says is used to make the material
of the chamarras. The boys sat ‘outside and practiced their
Spanish from school, They eppesed to have learnmed their
lesson by heart, without much attention to the letters, much
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ok'ob to = t1ll tomorrow, hasta magm

Ve ate our final meal, plain beans and tortillas. I couldn't
8ee the beans in the bokl, and I got them all over my fingers
trying to get them on the tortilla. I watched the whole
tortilla making process. The corn from the grinder is

ut onto the grinding stone Where Meruc ground it still finer

nto a dough. She takes a small hunk of it (about the size
of a plum) and zzta it firet in her hand, then on & pice of
polyethelene fi to the proper shape. Then ehe cooks them
on a dry griddle, svereal at a time, The hardest part of
the work seeme t0 be keeping up With everything: grinding,
shaping, and coooking, whisk all go on simltaneously. It
mast glso be difﬁc t to stay on one's k:ne.s for such long
periods. '

- At about 8:30 PR we atartad preparations for bed. Seveel
burlap bags covered with a pop! were spread out for me to
put my sleeping bag on. Cep and the boys took off their long
pents and thelr sendalap but otherwise rumainzd drecsed as
thy wemt to bed, I d.id likowiso.

thm; J\lna 6
: I woke up with Matera erowina very close to the houses,
gand the church bell ringing very ineistently., It was pro-
bably about 5:00, However,; I kept sleeping until about
6115 bvecause It thought that Cep was estill in bed. Maruc

80t up several times in the early moxniag to rebuild the
fire w-~ which burne contimuouwely. In fact, che even lent
eome fire to & wWoman wWho came by.

¥hen I got up I was invited to sit by tho fire and
water was passed to wash the hands, end shish out the
mouth. (One spite i% out onto the floor. One edvantage of
e packed dirt floor is that it doeesn't matter if things spill,
All bones, eggshells, pices of greems, epit, etc, are
placed on the floor. Once, an unwatched baby urinsted on
the floor. No done minds, although Maruc occasionally swept
the pluce out.) The kids called my sleep:l.ng bag

sna XYune - (John's house).
Cep played the radio et breskfast and we laughed over the
advertisements. Breakfast was toftillas, beans, hard-boiled
egge again, and coffee sweetemd w:!.th brown susar. (The last
was un:‘ininhable.) ,

taTlo - baata. mough

ta hi‘an toh s'ubuk x'd like & bit move.
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pine boughs off the cross and proceeded to put the new ones
on. {The cross is located just to the right of the entrance
ae one faces the house.) First he put a small tree on either
gide of the cross, then one directly in front of it, tled
on., He stripped off all the branches XX which droke the -«
vertical plane in front of the cross, Then he covered the
&round before the cross with pine needles, . '
Before he went in te adorn the altar, we talked for
a8 bit sbout our trip. We complained about being a little tired,
Even Cep #aid his legs were a bit tired because he had beconme
-acostumbrade & ls vida universitaria em Ssn Cristobal.,
¥hen he was in his regular form, he said, he veuld go off
to work and travel up and down the mountains for weeke
without getting tired. - - -~ -~ c _

' Then he started pulling the 0ld pine boughs and dried
flowers off the bow-like arch over the altar, while he
Bent a child out for some red flowers, While he was weaving
them onto the altar (a diagram of the finished product is
seen below) I studied the instruments, The harp (see draw-
ing) has 13 medlody-chord strings, and 5 plain chord strings.
The body also contains various scunding holes, The violia
haes a flat top and bottom, three pegs, and two metal etrings.
No chin rest, one very crude sounding post., FPurthermore,
the mut ie so high off the fingerboard that it is impossible
to pree the string all the way te the fingerboard (as with
European violin playing) without distorting the pitch, and,
ag it were, skipping the secoml entirely. Fortunstely, this
is not fatal, for it is possible to get a creditable tons
by merely plating the finger on thé stiing, nit pressing.

- This also sallows a glissando effect, similar to that of the
s:rod. :s!he' gow migaée horae'hah} and is made of one

plece of wood «=- with no proviaion for loosening or tightening
the hairs,) %The guitar hee 12 peg holes but 11 pegs and
strings, tuned in five groups. The very lowest string end

the two highest stringe have a heavy guage wire,All the others
use the same guage (evidently). Frets are quite high, but

more or less correctly spaced up to the f£fifth, (The bottom
string set is compesed of three, one an octave lower than

the other tvo,) . wodd
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X EAR AN @«ai cast:'-\:;--rd TENNE) mm cop asiced
me $o follow him outto his small garden near the house.

He showed me how to clean out the dirt and pile it up around
the potato plants w—w~ limpilar las papas., The potatoes

were plznted with some small tomato plants in between the
rows of corn., After I had learned to distinguish the plants
from the weeds, I took a borrowed hoe and helped. We had
Just finished all the potatoes at about 11:15 when it

begen to rain. We went inside, and Cep ¥inished ado :
his altar. He explained that he was doing it decause (?
that wae what he had had to do as a cargoholder. The cargo
he had neceseitated this sort of flower cehnge in the house
and at the church every two weeks, Musiciane were required
for the cerepony. - . - : x R

Afternoon - ' o j
c We had a fairly standard lunch, with some spinach-like
greens (itah). One of Cep's brothers~in-law came over and
ate with us. (He also Brought some kind of foul fruit, some-
thing like yellow cherries. )} After we ate, Cep brought
ought s chamarra which he was finishing for himself., We
@t in a diecussion and he decided that he would sell it
to me, He was working on the fringe at the bottom; 1t was
presently all twisted up with reé and white intermixed.
NMaxruc, the two doys snd 1 set about seperating the different
colors, while Cep retwisted them in the desired way. He
Tolled up hie- pants leg ond twiasted them by rolling them
along his leg above the knee, {We kept up this job every
8pare moment the rest of the dry.) - :
Buddenly it started to » 8nd several brothers-in-
law appeared. Evidently Cep haed erranged a lhtile afternoon
of music for me, for the middle brother-in-la¥ ——— about
By age and also named Xun «. Was sccomplished en all three
instrunments. S¢ he groceo_da'd to tune them up and we got
ready %o play. %o fTacilitate matters, Cep brought out a
bottle of posh which I tested for the first time. (Various
of the littlée boys puured; only the two Xun's had to drink
every round.) Cigarettes went around several times, and I
was glad to have my trusty Alas Asules to distyibute,
{(Later, another brother-in-lw appeared with a bottle of
8till stronger posh and a larger shot-glass, It turned
into e reel party.) Despite all thie, I managed to keep my
head and record the tunings; as well aslearn to play all
three instruments. - S - - ' '

Tuninges - ' .
: Guitar: Standard tuning, miseing low E, and with the
top E (a pair of strings) lowered an octave. Hence:
A(tnree stringe,top twe up one octave),D,G,B,B (laet
four in paire.) Only two chords. A end D, (Lecal mucicians
play an *easy* D, with @ € (i) in it on the @econd string-

air, Obviously this is bYecause of kese in playing, though

t is e=sily remedied.) (We will use (ascume) s standard
guitar tuning as a base. Actually, it is probably higher.)
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Violin: Standard tuning for top two strings, i.e.,
A,E., A2 I had anticipated, the thinge is played in the
rather 0dd fashion of not pushing the strings to the finger-
board. (Like playing harmonics on a standard violin.) Th
&lissendo effect is prominent 4n the high register ﬂ.gure.
The bow is held above the frog,

Harp: Bottom 5 stringe (used soley for chorde) tuned
D,G, A,B 2., The only combinations observed were A,E (A chord)
and D,D (D chord), plucked on the downbeats with thumb and
forefinaor of the left hand, - :

‘ Top thirteen strings tuned in an A- m;je;- scele, with

flatted seventh (i.e., § natural) starting an octave above
the A in the bottom strings. Cherds and a few connecting
notes betwean chords are plaared, ﬂith the thumb and fore
tincar of the rish‘t han&. -

Tunes

I waa told that the guiter snd harp plaey tho same thing,
no matter vwhat the pice being played is. Only the violin
melody changes, The normal pattern ie an altermation between
A major and D major chords, with two &/4 measures each.
Ihe guitar plays a pattern like this: .

2 0028024000000 0

AAomAAopmDp omD 0 ogmAA
Tho left hand of the harp plays chords on all dsix boats,
and the right hand plays eight notee, both chords and
Connecting meledy notes, .
: The violinist plays melddies conpasad of '!zwo parts,
eech containing verious figures which reappear in all the
diffe: ent sdngs, Characteristic is @ olide from high A to
B, follwed by u slide from @ to P (the high pmrt)s and
:I.n the low part, anmd eyneopatod run :tren c-s«-A. ‘.l'hc followibg
double stops appear: _
Alg Cl. ﬁ mi! o
Hopefully, I will be. able to aystemtize the vd.olin part*a
variatio and record them in some standard way. _
_ htih. I'm going %o play msi.e _
ta xcik ta I'm quitting.

. Ve playad ell aftemon, unt!.l the pesh wae gone and

it was dark. Cep had thought it would be a good epportunity
for me to learm to play. I think I mastered the guitar amd
harp, and I need a little practice on a violin, along with

a certain familisrity with the melodies, What surprised he
most was the apparent blanknese on the musician's fece as

he played the same thing over emd over, with seeming to be
either bored or interested. It doean't appear to be what we
might call creative sctivity. .

After everyone left, we worked more on the chamarra, ste
as usual. (I began to get used to the whole eating ritual. ANG
ig'tgg poeh, beans tasted good.) We went to bed late, around

t '3 .




Pridey, June 17

. We got up early, at 53130 with the church bells. (At
various intervale during the day the church bells would ring
a few tenattive times, then bang away furiously for a few
ninutes. Cep said 1t was as a service, since most people had
no watches. Strangely, thoug, the ringing came at different
tikcmes each day.) When I got up, & btoy had alrezdy come
to vistt Cep and meke & request of some sort. He brought a
bottle of powh; wkimk he bowed as he preasented., it. Cep
gave him an empty bottle in returan. .

I think that I was given special treatnnnt. because
we had a chicken for broak!ast. Maxruc disembowled it with
my knife {(which was r toc Gull and had to be shurpened.)
The chicken wae cut uprin 0 relatively smsll pices (the
.feet, téo) and thrown into a pot of water with chile.
The broth was very hot; but extremely good. One eats both
by sopping the droth with the tortilla and drinking it
from the bowl. Por special dessert, we ate the pinespple
vhich I had brought with me at-nich's suggestion. Some
useful phrases:

cibat ta pana I'nm going outeside (to the bethroom).

mi k'u caTal de nada.

7inti7 kaxlen T ate chicicen :

ta hloTetik paxek We're eating pimeapple. .
tuk‘ulan abe !enaa euidado. watch out ‘;1,0., pesos)

!inally, I packed wp my . thinca, paiﬂ Maruc $1% fox the
three daye meals, bowed to her saying Me7tik (I'm lsarning).
and we left, We me%t a cumado of Cep's by the church who
wap bringing-hies son to mmx fwem tewn. On the trail back
to Navenchauk, we emcountered two drunk men coming from the
fiesta there. The first was with his son, and we avoided him
altogethr by taking a little pide treil., PThée second was
with a group of men., He knew Cep and stopped us, to teli
and offer ue some posh, Cep treated him very carefully, and
it twrmed out that the maa had already pessed #hree cargos.
"one more;" sesild C.?. * and he will be libre. " He kept
calling ne *‘maecatro' as he thonght I mth'Eﬂ the teacher at
the schooel in TApes.

-« - We wailted on the road until a truck came along with
1aeea to ride in the back, It took us xight 1n$o ‘the market
elong with ite load of (uggg) dried fish) for 1.50 emch.

Wo came back to the ranch. I got my sandals. looked at



Saturday, June 18

After cleaning the dead fleas of my DDTed sleeping
bag, I took my things down to the Bafivs, where I decided
to stay. I went with Rich snd Sally. After moving in a bit
I took & wonderful hot shower {$1.50) and went to wait near
the market, where I saw various rather sl h looking
people with guns being moved amound by a soldier. (I assumed
this was military sexvice dbut I'm told it had something to
do with the Jails) ‘ o

Leter, I took Romin dack to my room and played my banjo
for him as we waited for George, Who was tsking me out to
Hteklum to search for a musiclan, Eventuelly (ebout 11:00)
our party formed and we set out. We were: George, Cep,
Romin (from Navenchauk), anéd myself, On the way to Htelktium
the twe Z's discussed various poeeibilities, that is, various
practicing musiciens with whom I could 2wx live and learn.
I haed my first view of Hteklum sometime after noon.

We stopped for awhile and talked with the President
in front of the cebvildo. He was surrounded by people. Firet
there were several women sitting in front, presumdbly in-
volved in some ceses. At the right as we faced the cabildo
were some younger looking men (msyols?) who were drinking
_posh. The president eat at the extrems right of the left

hend venkh {i.e., the one to the left gf the right hand
door of the Pwilding.) He had various People mear him,
ments. Gesljil told me these were leggl #SFL

kind., I algh noticed that some people were their poks

with a knot'in the front, Lo

On thy way up to the town we passed through the church
yard mnd stopped in at the new hermita, Our trip through
Wap rather rapid, and I dida*t teke note df the items in-
~s8ide, Ro » there was an aitar with at leasst three dis-
tinct parts { a main section, and two sife sections.) There
wag some kind of a table or stand near the middie (the entyry
door wes on the left side of the building,) As we came in,
we stopped in the middle of the building, knelt facing the
altar and performed a very rapid gesture of crosesing oneself
(top of the face, bottom of the face, chest, mexik fingers
to mouth?). Then we walked %o the front, touched the altar
snd d4id roughly the same gesture, then to the right part of
the altar, the dame geasture, then back a few paeces, knelt asnd
gestured agaii. I wae too busy trying to follow the gestures



Geoxrge kept giving me hints, I wae to powr with the right
hand, When the half-botile didn't come out wuite right (by
ny miscalculation, I guess. I should have made the bottle
last longer.) I gave the extra shot to the oldest man, our
host. Otherwise, the ritual was straight out of the book.
I noticed that Romin never bovwed (and it was noteimply be-
cause ho was too far WwWay.,) Perhaps their relationship was
a bl% closer, as Romin was courting the deughter, The man
also gave George a bottle, invited him to Xx oome wvisit, and
‘had him try on a sombrerc (which was %00 small,) We finally
- %00k our leave, af'eer my feet and lower legs had been con-
sumed by fleas. - : _
Wo proceded to walk around Rteklm searching for s
musician. All seemed to be elther ta olon o0sil, or just.
not argpund, c'sbal, who-knows-where. We were lucky to have
Cep and Romin along, for not only did they know all the
poesibilities, but they (or more properly, Romin —— at
Cep's commend —--) went running around to search out people
and information. We eat for awvhile in a litidle etore, drinking
beer and comparing beer deottles, hoping that one fellow .
who was reportedly off in. ehamla, would return. Bn,t he
didn*t so we left.
- ‘Back ‘in Hobel, I bought some peemut buttex cleamd
up my room, got & smallsupply offfirewood (lena), and went
40 tho buz atation where Ron and Havea had arxriwved.
Tomorrow, back we go to Hteklum, to hear some music
and hopefully find ne an infoxmt and hoet, , .

Hore wordes
te hmelatik we're weiting (presumsbly for something)
clitodb, sti ‘pig, dog ?ﬁictionary has gti7)

civi?nah tahmek tengo muche hanbro
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Sunday, June 19

Ron moved into the Benos, and I helped him get equipped
in the morning. We waited so long for the party which was
going to Hteklum/ that we missed lunch—- something I re-
gretted when the drinking began. At about 12130 we loaded
up the Jeep with-all kinds of 2Ys, Ron, George and me, and
headed ocut. I got to show off all my recently acquired know-
ledge of the georgraphy. (I was aleo reprimanded for ‘'die-
cussing srrangements' in fromt of the wrong people.)

Ve parked in front of the C=zbildo, and Cep went over
to try and lure away his compadre, a regidor, who is a
musician, Evidently, my staying with hin was unacceptable,
so we talked for awhile about other possibilities. We settled
on going to see the son of the land boss of the area gwe
gave hi - 2 ride down to Hteklum in the Jeep {the boea); whx
he said his son was around.,).

There wee considerably more sctivity in front of the
cabildo than there had been the day before. In addition to
the Presidente snd the black skirted men I had noticed yes-
terday tbers were all kinde of men with black chamarrids,
big ceremoniel boots, and red bandenna® on their heads. (also,
gombreros). Just as we were about to visit this lend boss's
son, the fancily drecsed people left the Cabildo and went
to the Hermite, As rain begen to thresten, this looked like
4 good place to gos In we rsn, bowed as we entered, and

then sat down on a bench at the right hand side of the build&ing -

as Cep and the other %'s (including the famous Domingo) went

%o the asltar and did the little crossing mencevre. It seems

to be something like: erose the forehead, touch the nose,

croes the chin, crose the chest, touch the mouth and appear

. to ppay for a bit. (Sometimee, too, people scer to kiss

the eltar.) Ae I watched I determined that my impressions

of yeaterday were mostly wrong. In the fromnt half of the

building, in the middle, are two benches with backes, and

a table, Tha e were sitting all the fancily dressed men...

eating? drinkingl smoiing. The altar in the froant had

a lerge section, and a smaller one to the right. (No left

side.) The altar wasadecorated with new flowerse and candles?
Most interesting, however, were the three Chamila musi-

cians who vere sitting at the front end of the church, on

the right hand bench at the side. The combination vas VHG,

as usual, and the guyc played firast just the first pert

of the sonetik martomoekik, (Sece below) They ware also laughing

end Jjoiing with the various poople who sot around, emoking

cigerettes (which vere stashed in the harp) and generslly

Seening friednly. Certain people with plue handannas (I

thinz there were three) but specisl black chammarros with

red crosses on tne back wWere wrspping and unwrapping rosary

before the altar. (One, the man from whom we boU@t posx

the day before, beconed CGeorge up and tried to borrow

money«) My attontion was constantly being distrmseted b

the follo things: 1) the men seated at the tables {Qith
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xapt talking to me in Tzotzil (asking neme, asking to

see my watch, asking where I lived), (gg numerous people
cane by offeréng pox, among them, Cep's brother-in-law who
was requesting a carge {-——— he poured first for those seated
at the middle tables, also offered cigarettes; he also had

a special sort of liquor, brown, swget), the biune-bendammed
participants, the musiclans. All in all, it was quite enough
to make one drunk =~- I $ried to resist, knowing that the
worst was yet to come. ‘ o

After awhile the three men with blue handannas began
to dance, a simple dance consisting of knee-bends and
foot-chifts (see below). They didn't seem to concentrate
mach on the dance, hiowever, but moved around to offer pox
from time to time, The rain bBegan to X¥LE leseenm and by
the time we left the happy ocene in the Hermita, the
masicians had played at least three different pleces (i.e.,
me}odies are different), without stopping to make the tramsi-
tiongw—m thatsazﬁgthey'were smooth,

All of ud ghtly drunikc, we made a rather wobbly trip
%o the house of the land boss, who was EsmEERsSR surrounded
on all sid s by Cep,Domingo, and George vho trisd to per-
suade him that his sen should take me. ¥e finslly settled
on $5 per day for food and %12 per day for misic teaching,
(The bergaining was actually =21l done by the father; the
musician involved, his son, came up at the end and drank some
poXx to seael the bargain.) By this time I wae feeling more
than a little unstendy on ny feet. I was wery g&lad %o sit
by Cepts fire and eat some boiled cabbage (wWith chile.) fhtwmkk

The family waa slightly different from Cep's (in Apss)t
smaller, and younger. My host is 26, and he tells me he
has been married since age 20, His eldest #m child, Maruc)f,
is about 7 (and makes a very good tortilla), The wife, Loxa,
is 204+ (?) and emiley; but the two little boys, Petul and
Marien are both of them rather troublesome, Marian, the
younger, 1is at least four; but every morning vhen he wakes
up he cries untid his mother lets him nurne a bit. The parents
are generally permissiwe in the extreme; vhean, however, o’
child is really obmoxious, they tweak his ear t1ll he howls,
then shove him eutside,

After we ate a bit (at about 4:00 in the afternmoon) Cep
showed me one of hic .rize possessions, & compresaed air
insecticide spreyer, and a bottle of poison for his corn
fislas, (Later he rented this to a friend who was going
to hot country, for $15.) Then we etarted out to borrow
some instruments from a neighbor., Cep had his own harp, dut
it was very old and had no strings ~— there seems, ss we
shell eee, to be a premium on appearance of the instruments.
The owner of the inetruments was awey in Puxtla, dut we
negotiated with the wifle, presented two small quarter
bottles of pox, and carried them away without further ado.

We carrid the instruments bveck, and while Cep tuned,

I wae interrogated a bit by the wife. The guestion foremost
in her mind was "Do you have @& wife?" to which I had to
rqyly "MuTyuic, Lastima.® They thought that funny. Here was
& Lanily . 40p had evidently been visited only & little, if
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at sll, by one of our anthropogists. They were always ascke
ing if we have this or that in my country: tortillas,
figh, chile. They also wre more amused than my previous
hosts about my attempts to speak Tzetzil,

I found a few useful music phrases:
ca kohol son = two songs (discovered numericsl classifier
' : for songs) '
mas natotik = lowers (i.e., in pitch. This is what Cep

said wgs wrong vith Chamula msade
vioclins. Here 2 fiddles are used, dut
the harp and guiter sre Chamulg-made)

Cep pllayed a piece for me on the harp snd I found it
amazingly complex. I had thought the music would be relative-
ly simple. Unfortunately, rhythmically the music is subtle,
and very difficult to pick up. So I gave up, after awhile
of trying. Cep was very goed mtured about it, saying at all
ny fesbl attemptes Este falta un pogquito. Fimally, at abeut
7:00, when 1 was discouraged, my host suggested that we ,
viait until the next day and eat a little., We had more tortilles,
and prepared for bed.

I was given a raised platform for my sleeping beg. The
girl snd the eldaxr boy slept together on a different platform.
The husband,wife, asnd younger son slept together on o2 mat
spread on the floor. (¥hen do bablies and infants stop sleeping
with their mothers? when weaned? ‘/hen do brothers and sis-
ters stop sleeping together? et all?)

At this point I might descride the house a bit, It had
8 tile roof, and walle of mud-bricks, with straw evidently
mixed in. The house was built in an area cut into a hilil,
and behind the house, the trenches drained into a pit. The
whole house and yard were on a ledge sbove the cornfieldse,
The house was part of a complex of houses surrounding the -
father's= I don't know who then other peopie living there -
were, but I presume they were relatives, There was soxrt of
a commnal stock of dogs, though the chickens roaming around
sesemed to have specific owners,(The wife fed them, for ex-
amvle, and fussed over them.) The house itself had two rooms.
The front one wae partially filled with large bege of corn.
Otherwise there were just a few e¢hairs, a fire and two
sleeping rlatforms, The back room was sheallower, and had
mostly oroken inetruments, Kfoxox in large baskets, and an
apparently inexhaustible supply of pox, inovarious large and
small containers. (Several large bottles of lahuneb litro)
There was also & small altexr (?) in the back room... really
Just & table with some pictures, end & emall candle which
ourned for 2 bit esch night ot supper-time. The house seemed
consideravly darker than the one in Apss, perheps because
itvwas bigger. : '

Monday, Juns 20 .

iveryone got up at 5. The first job wae to wash out the
mouth and drin: some coffee, even befoe the food came. (Loxa
made coiree with white sugar from 2 bag - B considerable
improvement and a sign, I'm sure, of certain affluence,) I
also had to explain the use of my flea powder, and to assure
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them that I must have gotten fleabitten elsewhere. We had
beens for breexfest, cooked with chile (which makes them
better). - : : .

A%terwards ve began working ewsy at the first pieee.of
Pusic, trying to leern the violin. I managed to get the
technique of playing, dbut agein, the rhythm of the pleee
eluded me, TVhile we were vworking, my host received two
requests for his services as a mueician, The Lfirst wes
from & woman, who asked him to play at some sort of cere-
mony at th - house of a mayordomo on Tuesday. There was very
little bargeining (and most was cerreid on outside my presence)
but he egroed, and received 2 small bottle of pox, and a
Coke bottle filled with coffee, (¥e drank it cold. No pox
vas druni, )(Later, when I asked, Cep said that he hadn't even
been given any pox, though that wesn'tstrictly true.)

Ioter, an old man ceme stumbling in and bought 20 litres
of pox. He Phen had Cep bring out nomless then four smell '
quatros of pox which we had to drink. (Cep and I bed a emall
conspirecy going when he poured: he geve me only helf
glasses.) The man was evidently one of the moletik, and
he wanted Cep to playon Saturday. He sat around and watched
us as I wae being taught, and eventually asked to borrow
200 pesos from me, which I easily refusedy I told him I
had ornl enough money to pay forthe teaching. If I hed been
in the USA I would have lebelled this man a drunk. He cer=
tainly drank with relish andnever seemed completely sober.
Cep, strangely, treated him with & miature of respect and
emeement. He occasionally looked over at me mExk as if to
Wink when the man would do something = bit drunk-like, But
he spoke respectfully, bowed often, snd generally carried
out the man*s requests for pox, or attention. (The next
dey the man returned and bought another 10 litres of poxi)

When th: o0ld man finally left it was almost 1:00, and
I had learned the guitar and violin {:rta to the first pisce.
-One problem was that my host reslly lacked a steady rhythmic
sense. I had to learn the guitar part firet, to steady the
beat. I was elso amazed at the endurance the fellow had for
the same bloody piece over and over again - I would have
gone wild with a student so stupid,

At this point we decided to take a little walk ani rest,
8o we went into the center and looked out st the cabildo
from the church yard. While wo watched most of the poeple
left the caolldo, presumably for lunch. ¥e watched a group
of moyols bring in someone, dressed in Ladino clothes, and
with much effort put him in jail, where he bellowed for
a bit..Hle told me the following words: ‘

rehlol= the fellows with black skirts at the cabildo

xulemo valture

tok= cloud
We stood around and mum smoked, while he told me abit about
the muscian's life. He evidently profite from being the land
bosa's son, by having great esmounts of land, He mever goes
to farm corn himself, only sends Chamu,:s, whom he pays in
corn. He seems to proseper and looked pleased with himself.
Other misicians, he says, haven't guite such good luck, and




