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Curriculum Vitae 
Joseph Doyle Hankins 
Department of Anthropology 

University of California, San Diego 
9500 Gilman Drive, MC 0532 

La Jolla, CA  92093 
jdhankins@ucsd.edu 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

2009-present Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of California, San Diego 
2012-present Faculty Affiliate, Department of Ethnic Studies, University of California, San Diego 
2011-present Faculty Affiliate, Center for New Racial Studies, University of California 
2009-present Faculty Affiliate, Critical Gender Studies, University of California, San Diego  

Steering Committee Member since 2011 
2009-present Faculty Affiliate, Human Rights Program, University of California, San Diego  
2009-present Faculty Affiliate, Japanese Studies Program, University of California, San Diego 

EDUCATION 

University of Chicago 
  Ph.D. in Anthropology, 2009; M.A. in Anthropology, 2004 

Dissertation: “Working through Skin: Making Leather, Making a Multicultural Japan” 
Supervisors: Susan Gal, Norma Field, Elizabeth Povinelli, Danilyn Rutherford 
M.A. Thesis: “History and Victimization: The Semiotics of the Past in the Present” 
Readers: James Ketelaar, Stefan Palmie, Elizabeth Povinelli, Danilyn Rutherford 

Rice University 
  B.A., magna cum laude, in Asian Studies, English, and Mathematics, 1999 

Stanford Inter-University Center for Advanced Japanese 
  One-year Training in Japanese, Advanced Course, 2002-2003 

Kyushu University 
  One-year Study Abroad and Intensive Japanese Language Course, 1996-1997 

RESEARCH INTERESTS 

Political economy, globalization, exchange 
Neoliberal labor, factory organization 
Multiculturalism, social movements, NGOs, international human rights, public sphere 
Japan, Japanese social movements 
Semiotics, materiality, circulation, translation 
Systems of value, stigma, social classification 

PUBLICATIONS 

In Preparation “Wounded Futures: Pain and the Possibilities of Solidarity.”  

Under Review  “Publics of Coercion: Multiculturalism and the Cultivation of Attention.” Cultural 
Anthropology. 
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PUBLICATIONS, cont. 

Under Review The Labor of Multiculturalism: Making Leather, Making a Multicultural Japan, book.  

Under Review “An Ecology of Sensibility: The Politics of Scents and Stigma in Japan.” Anthropological 
Theory. 

In Press Sound, Space, and Sociality in Japan. eds. J. Hankins and C. Stevens. Volume introduction, 
co-written with C. Stevens, and chapter: “Sound and the Tactics of Publicity in the 
Buraku Liberation Movement.” Oxford: Routledge. 

2012 “The Semiotics of Organizations: Solidarity between Social Movements in Japan and 
India.” In A Companion to Organizational Anthropology. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley-Blackwell. 

2012  “Maneuvers of Multiculturalism: International Representations of Minority Politics in 
Japan.” Japanese Studies. 32:1, 1-19. 

2008 “The Stakes of Japanese Multiculturalism.” Published in English and Japanese in Journal 
of Buraku Liberation Studies. 200811. 

2003  Kurosaka, A., Y. Fukuoka, and J. Hankins. “Kyouiku, Keihatsu no Kadai toshite no 
Buraku Ime-ji.” Published in English as “Changing the Buraku Image: A Challenge to 
Human Rights Education” in Journal of Japanese and Asian Studies, 200400331:105-118. 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL PUBLICATIONS 

2012 review of Amos, T. Embodying Difference: The Making of Burakumin in Modern Japan. 
Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press 2011. Asian Anthropology. Volume 11:162-166. 

2010 translation of Hiroshima Atomic Bomb Survivors. Hibaku Taiken Shuu (Book). 
Published in English as An Anthology of the Experiences of Hiroshima Atomic Bomb Victims. 
Hiroshima, Japan: Hiroshima Association of Atomic Bomb Survivors Press. 

2003 translation of Sakurai, A. Tojou no Monogatari (Book). Published in English as Stories of the 
Slaughterhouse. Chiba, Japan: Chiba University Press. 

1999 Swinney, K., J. Hankins and D.J. Bornhop. “Laser-Based Capillary Polarimeter” in 
Capillary Electrophoresis and Microchip Technology, 6: 93-96. 

1996 Bornhop, B. and J. Hankins. “Polarimetry in Capillary Dimensions” in Analytical 
Chemistry, 68:1677-1684. Cover article for the May 15 Issue. 

1999 Swinney, K., D. Markov, J. Hankins and D.J. Bornhop. “Micro-Interferometric 
Backscatter Detection using a Diode Laser” in Analytica Chimica Acta, 400:265-280. 

MANUSCRIPT REVIEW 

Journals 
 Anthropological Quarterly 2011 
 Japanese Studies 2011 

FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS, and HONORS 

2012 Hellman Junior Faculty Research Fellowship 
2011 Hellman Junior Faculty Research Fellowship 
2011 UCSD Faculty Career Development Program Award 



 

Joseph Hankins  curriculum vitae, 3 of 9 

FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS, and HONORS, cont. 

2010 University of Chicago Richard Saller Prize for Best Dissertation in the Social Sciences 
2009 UCSD Academic Senate Research Award 
2008  Charlotte W. Newcombe Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship 
2008  Lichtstern Travel Grant for Presentation of Research 
2007  Center for East Asian Studies Dissertation Fellowship 
2007    Lichtstern Travel Grant for Presentation of Research  
2007  SSRC Dissertation Writing Workshop Fellowship 
2007  Center for East Asian Studies Travel Grant for Presentation of Research  
2006    Doolittle-Hayes Travel Grant for Presentation of Research 
2006    Lichtstern Travel Grant for Presentation of Research 
2005  Japan Foundation Fellowship for Dissertation Research 
2005  Fulbright-Hayes, declined 
2005   Fulbright-IIE, declined 
2004  East Asian Studies Conference Travel Grant for Presentation of Masters 
2003  Shoyu Organization Fellowship for the Study of Advanced Japanese 
2003  East Asian Languages and Cultures Center Summer Travel Grant 
2002  Lesbian and Gay Studies Summer Travel Grant 
2002  National Science Foundation Three-Year Fellowship 
2001  University Unendowed Fellowship, University of Chicago 

AREAS of TEACHING COMPETENCE 

Anthropology of history and social memory 
Classical and critical social theory 
Contemporary anthropology of Japan 
Ethnographic methods 
Fundamentals of political anthropology and labor theory 
Language and culture: semiotics, materiality, and language ideology 
Multiculturalism, social movements, and publics 
Stigma and ritual 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

Graduate Seminars 
Publics 
Labor and Semiotics 
Sympathy and Statecraft 

Undergraduate Courses 
Introduction to Sociocultural Anthropology 
Race and Racisms 
The Anthropology of Work 

ADVISING 

Doctoral Dissertations (12) 
Ayako Sahara, Ethnic Studies (committee member 2010-2012) 
Ana Paula Pimentel Walker, Anthropology (committee member 2011-present)  
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ADVISING, cont. 

Doctoral Dissertations (12) 
Jessica Jordan, History (committee member 2010-present) 
Ryan Moran, History (committee member 2010-present)  
Jorge Montesinos, Anthropology (committee member 2011-present) 
Amy Rothschild, Anthropology (committee member 2011-present)  
Erica Fontana, Anthropology (committee member 2011-present) 
David Keyes, Anthropology (committee member 2010-present) 
Genevieve Okada, Anthropology (committee member 2011-present) 
Ian Jones, Anthropology (committee member 2012-present) 
Joshua Nordin, Anthropology (committee member 2012-present) 
Natasa Garic-Humphrey, Anthropology (committee member 2012-present) 

Master Theses (7) 
Michael Berman, Anthropology (supervisor 2011-2013) 
Tomonori Sugimoto, Anthropology (supervisor 2011-2013) 
Devin Beaulieu, Anthropology (committee member 2011-2012) 
Alborz Ghandehari, Ethnic Studies (committee member 2011-2012)  
Ian Parker, Anthropology (committee member 2011-2012) 
Mirna Carrillo, Anthropology (committee member 2010-2011) 
Raquel Pacheco, Anthropology (committee member 2010-2011) 

BA and Undergraduate Honors Theses (4) 
Darryl Baskerville, Anthropology (supervisor 2011-2012)  
Corey Howard, Anthropology (supervisor 2010-2011) 
Valerie Jones, Anthropology (supervisor 2010-2011) 
Gabriel Velin, Anthropology (supervisor 2010-2011) 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 

American Anthropological Association 
Association for Asian Studies 
Anthropology of Japan in Japan 
Japan Anthropology Workshop 
Society for East Asian Anthropology 

PROFESSIONAL ENGAGEMENTS and SERVICE 

2011-present Steering Committee Member for Critical Gender Studies 
  University of California, San Diego 

2011-present Faculty Advisor for Signs in Society Workshop 
  University of California, San Diego 

2011-2012  Faculty Advisor for Something From Nothing Workshop 
  University of California, San Diego 

2010-present Chair of Departmental Colloquium Committee 
  Department of Anthropology, University of California, San Diego 

2010  Faculty Advisor for Linguistic Anthropology Workshop 
  University of California, San Diego 
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PROFESSIONAL ENGAGEMENTS and SERVICE, cont. 

2010  Panel Organizer 
  Commensuration Across Borders 
  American Anthropological Association 
  New Orleans, LA 

2009-present Faculty Advisor for New Directions in Anthropology 
  University of California, San Diego 

2009  Panel Organizer 
  Sound, Space, and Sociality in Contemporary Japan 
  American Anthropological Association 
  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

2008  Conference Organizer 
  Contemporary Buraku Issues 
  The Buraku Liberation and Human Rights Research Institute, Osaka 

2007-2008 Workshop Coordinator 
  Politics, Communication, Society 
  University of Chicago 
  http://cas.uchicago.edu/workshops/pcs/ 

2005  Photography, Poetry, and Film Exhibit Curator 
  Reviewing Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
  University of Chicago 

2004   Panel Organizer and Chair 
Remembrances and Sensations 

  Mid-Atlantic Association for Asian Studies  
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia 

INVITED PRESENTATIONS 

11/2012 “Pain, Sympathy, Solidarity: Japanese Sanitation Workers among the Dalit of India” 
 Anthropology Colloquium 
 University of California, Irvine 

06/2012 “Intimate Differences: Sympathy and Imperial Statecraft” 
 Japan Foundation Summer Institute 
 University of California, Santa Barbara 

05/2012 “Sympathetic Mediations: Pain, Future, Modernity” 
 Japan Re-Mediations Conference 
 University of Chicago 

05/2012 “Wounded Futures: Pain and the Possibilities of Solidarity” 
 Culture, Power, and Social Change Workshop 
 University of California, Los Angeles 

12/2011 “Anxieties of Immigration: Multiculturalism and the Management of Difference in 
Contemporary Japan” 

 Immigration in Japan Conference 
 Nagoya University, Nagoya 
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INVITED PRESENTATIONS, cont. 

10/2010 “Comments on the Study of Multiculturalism in Korea” 
  Multicultural Korea Conference, Center for East Asian Studies 
  University of California, Berkeley 

05/2010 “Scenting Leather” 
  Qualia Conference, Department of Anthropology 
  University of Chicago 

04/2010 “Publics of Coercion: Tensions within Buraku Political Strategy” 
  Department of Anthropology 
  Oxford Brookes University, Oxford England 

03/2009 “Hazards of Buraku Pollution: A Political Ecology of Japanese Multiculturalism” 
  Department of Anthropology 
  The University of California, San Diego 

01/2009 “Strategic Multiculturalism: Japan and Difference” 
  Department of Sociology and Anthropology 
  Southwestern University, Texas 

01/2009 “The Achievement of Commensuration: ‘Discrimination Based on Work and Descent’” 
  Department of Anthropology 
  Trinity University, Texas 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

11/2011 “Screaming for Attention: Toward a Captivating Political Style” 
 Styling Traces, Tracing Styles Society for Linguistic Anthropology Invited Session 
 American Anthropological Associations 
 Montreal, Canada 

08/2011 “The Urban Ecology of Stigma” 
 European Association of Japanese Studies 
 Tallinn, Estonia 

06/2011 Discussant for “Feeling Japan: Affect, Nation, and Ethnographic Design” 
 Asian Studies Conference Japan 
 Tokyo, Japan 

05/2011 “Meeting the Demands of Multiculturalism: Immigration and Shifts in Political 
Recognition in Contemporary Japan” 

  Conference on Immigration in Japan, UCSD 

01/2011 “Fostering Communities of Critical Pedagogy” 
  UCSD Conference on Diversity 

09/2010 “Working under Stigma” 
  British Association for Japanese Studies Triennial Conference 
  University of London 

03/2010 “Broadcast and Confrontational Publics” 
  Linguistic Anthropology Workshop 
  University of California, San Diego 
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS, cont. 

12/2009 “The Sound of Public Scrutiny” 
  American Anthropological Association 
  Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

10/2009 “Buraku Pollution: Tensions at the Intersection of Environmental and Human Rights” 
  First International Human Rights Symposium 
  University of California, San Diego 

10/2009 “Japanese Leather, Japanese Multiculturalism: Politics and Industrial Capital” 
  Works in Progress, Japanese Colloquium 
  University of California, San Diego 

09/2008 “Silence and Generational Divisions of Buraku Social Life” 
  European Association of Japanese Studies 
  Salento University, Italy 

08/2008 “Rekishi to Rentai” (In Japanese) 
(“History and Solidarity”) 

  Nuclear Bomb Conference, Hiroshima 

04/2008 “Ushimatsu as Political Problem: Buraku politics of dissimulation” 
  Panel: Reading Shimazaki Toson Beyond Japan 

Association of Asian Studies; Atlanta, Georgia 

11/2007 “Circulation, Citation, and Area Studies” 
  Panel: Locating Anthropology in Japan, and Japan in Anthropology 

American Anthropology Association 
  Washington, D.C. 

10/2007 “Working through Skin: Becoming a Japanese Minority” 
  Medicine, Body, and Practice Workshop 
  University of Chicago, Chicago 

03/2007 “Purifying Water, Purifying the Buraku” 
  Panel: Materializing Selves: Performing personhood through material culture 
  International Japan Anthropology Workshop 
  Oslo University, Norway 

03/2007  “Buraku Pain, Buraku Belonging” 
  Panel: Sensation and the Body 

Harvard East Asian Studies Conference, Harvard University 

02/2007  “Slaughterhouses in Japan: Hides and human rights discourse”   
SSRC Dissertation Writing Workshop 

  Monterey, California  

01/2007  “Discrimination Based on Work and Descent” 
  Panel: New Forms of Discrimination 
  World Social Forum, Nairobi, Kenya 

11/2006  “Consolidating a Family under Fire” 
  Panel: Stigmatized Kinship 
  American Anthropological Association 
  San Jose, California 
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CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS, cont. 

10/2006  “Buraku Recognition and International Funding” 
  Japan Foundation Fellows Seminar 
  Japan Foundation, Tokyo 

10/2006  “Describing Prescription: Anthropology and social movements”   
Japanese Modern History Workshop 

  Waseda University, Tokyo 

08/2006 “Sekinin to Rekishi” (In Japanese) 
(“Responsibility and History”) 

  Nuclear Bomb Conference, Hiroshima 

07/2006  “The Stakes of Japanese Multiculturalism” 
  Panel: Belonging in Japan: Reconsidering groups in contemporary Japan 
  Society for East Asian Anthropology annual meeting 
  The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong 

04/2006  “Evidencing Discrimination before the Law” 
  Panel: Selves in Contemporary Japan    

Anthropology of Japan in Japan annual meeting 
  Doshisha University, Kyoto 

11/2005 “The Stakes of Japanese Multiculturalism” 
  Anthropology of Japan Workshop 
  Sophia University, Tokyo 

04/2005   “A Demand to Remember” 
  Conference: Hiroshima, Nagasaki 60 years later: Memories and Visions  

Tufts University, Medford 

04/2005   “Commemorating Calamity” 
Organized Panel: Bodies, Memory, Pain 
Midwest Association for Asian Studies  
North Central College, Naperville 

10/2004  “Nagasaki: Semiotics of commemoration” 
Organized and Chaired Panel: Remembrances and Sensations 

  Mid-Atlantic Association for Asian Studies  
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia 

08/2004  “Hiroshima: Amerikajin no me kara” (In Japanese) 
(“Hiroshima: An American’s perspective”) 

  Nuclear Bomb Conference, Hiroshima 

10/2003  “Nagasaki and Practices of Commemoration”  
 Works-in-Progress Workshop 

  University of Chicago, Chicago 

07/2003  “Buraku no Kenkyuu ni tuite Ronjiru” (In Japanese)  
(“On the Study of Buraku”) 

  Minority Issues Workshop 
  Tokyo University, Tokyo 



 

Joseph Hankins  curriculum vitae, 9 of 9 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS, cont. 

07/2003  “Nashonarizumu to Nagasaki” (In Japanese) 
(“Nationalism and Nagasaki”) 

  Stanford Center Board of Funders Symposium 
Stanford Center for the Study of Advanced Japanese, Yokohama 

LANGUAGES 

Japanese  Advanced Proficiency (Written and Oral) 
Spanish  Advanced Proficiency (Written and Oral) 
French  Beginner 
German  Beginner 
Korean  Beginner 

REFERENCES 

  Susan Gal 
Department of Anthropology 
University of Chicago 
1126 East 59th Street 
Chicago, IL 60637 
773.702.2551 
s-gal@uchicago.edu 

 
  Norma Field 

Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations 
University of Chicago 
1050 East 59th Street 
Chicago, IL 60637 
773.702.1255 
n-field@uchicago.edu  

 
Elizabeth Povinelli 
Department of Anthropology 
Columbia University 
452 Schermerhorn Extension  
1200 Amsterdam Avenue, MC 5523 
New York, NY 10027  
212.854.1467 
ep2122@columbia.edu 

 
Danilyn Rutherford 
Department of Anthropology 
University of California, Santa Cruz 
361 Social Sciences 1 
Santa Cruz, CA 95064 
831.459.1757 
druther1@ucsc.edu 


