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Introductions

• Instructor:  Erik Gartzke, Associate Professor, Political Science

• Course webpage:  dss.ucsd.edu/~egartzke/htmlpages/teaching12.html

• Email:  egartzke@ucsd.edu

• Office hours:  Tuesdays 1:30-3PM.  Office:  SSB 327

• Teaching Assistants:

• Blake McMahon (rmcmahon@ucsd.edu).  Office:  SSB 347

• Aditya Ranganath (aranganath@ucsd.edu).  Office:  SSB 328

• Jim Shen (jshen@ucsd.edu).  Office:  SSB 352

mailto:egartzke@ucsd.edu
mailto:egartzke@ucsd.edu
mailto:rmcmahon@ucsd.edu
mailto:rmcmahon@ucsd.edu
mailto:aranganath@ucsd.edu
mailto:aranganath@ucsd.edu
mailto:jshen@ucsd.edu
mailto:jshen@ucsd.edu


Syllabus:  Course 
Requirements

• Discussion Section (40%)

• Attendance (10%)

• Participation (10%)

• Quizzes (20%):  T/F, multi-
choice, simple answer

• Mid-term (20%):  Essay, choice 
of questions, bring blue book.

• Final (40%):  Essay, blue book



Syllabus:  Student 
Standards

• Plagiarism:  Do not cheat or 
misrepresent the origins of your 
ideas.  

• Disabilities/life issues:  This 
course will follow University 
policies regarding disabilities.

• Grading:  All grade appeals 
must be made in writing.



Syllabus:  Readings

• Frieden, Lake and Schultz, 
World Politics, 2nd ed.

• Available at the UCSD 
Bookstore, Amazon, etc.

• Be sure to buy 2nd ed.

• Ebook version available    



Syllabus:  Readings, cont.

• Norton StudySpace:

• http://wwnorton.com/
college/polisci/
worldpolitics2/
welcome.aspx.

• Chapter outlines, study 
plans, practice quizzes, 
simulations, other tools.   



Syllabus:  Schedule

• Five sections of the course:

• I:  Conflict and Cooperation

• II:  War and Peace

• III:  International Political 
Economy

• IV:  Transnational Politics

• V:  Looking Ahead



Syllabus:  Additional Sources



How to succeed in POLI 12

• READ THE TEXTBOOK

• ATTEND CLASS (lectures and section)

• THINK, Reason, question, inquire (it cannot hurt!)

• Additional suggestions:

• Slides:  I will post these regularly (I hope).  Slides are an aid -- not a 
substitute -- for taking notes and studying.

• Think about what the course is about, what the instructor wants you to 
learn, and then develop a strategy for preparing for/taking quizzes/tests.



Conflict and Cooperation

Puzzle: If cooperation is “good,” why can’t countries cooperate all the time? If 
conflict is “bad,” why do countries fall into bouts of terrible violence? 

• Today: nearly unique combination of relative peace, high levels of economic 
openness, and American power.



Countries involved in war per year, 1820-2008



Great Power War, 1500-2000 (Levy & Thompson)



Militarized Interstate Disputes per dyad (1816-2000)
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Conflicts in Europe, 1400-2000

Trend in Conflicts in Europe
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Casualties in wars in the twentieth century



Casualties by country, 1945-2000



Casualties by country, 2002



Globalization, 1870-2000



The volume of world trade, 1870-2000



Casualties by country, 2002



Casualties by country, 2002
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