
Week 3: Behavioral Theories of War and Peace

Required Readings:

• Bennett, D. Scott, and Allan C. Stam. 2004. The Behavioral Origins of War. Ann Arbor:
University of Michigan Press.

(Chapters 4 and 5, http://www.press.umich.edu/titleDetailLookInside.do?id=23490)

• Kim, Woosang, and James Morrow. 1992. “When Do Power Shifts Lead to War?” Ameri-
can Journal of Political Science, 36(4): 896–922.

• Werner, Suzanne and Amy Yuen. 2005. “Making and Keeping Peace.” International
Organization, 59(2): 261–292.

• Fey, Mark and Kristopher Ramsay. 2004. “Mutual Optimism and War.” Manuscript.
Department of Politics, Princeton University.

• Gartzke, Erik, and Michael W. Simon. 1999. “ ‘Hot Hand’: A Critical Analysis of Enduring
Rivalries.” Journal of Politics, 61(3): 777–798.

• Siverson, Randolph M., and Harvey Starr. 1990. “Opportunity, Willingness, and the Dif-
fusion of War.” American Political Science Review, 84(1): 47–67.

• Wittman, Donald. 1979. “How a War Ends: A Rational Model Approach.” Journal of
Conflict Resolution, 23(4): 743–763.

• Fortna, Virginia Page. 2003. “Scraps of Paper? Agreements and the Durability of Peace.”
International Organization, 57(2): 337–372.

• Powell, Robert. 1996. “Uncertainty, Shifting Power, and Appeasement.” American Politi-
cal Science Review, 90(4): 749–764.

Suggested Readings:

• Slantchev, Branislav L. 2005. “Territory and Commitment: The Concert of Europe as
Self-Enforcing Equilibrium.” Security Studies, 14(4): 565–606.

• Blainey, Geoffrey. 1988. The Causes of War. 3rd Edition. New York: The Free Press.

• Bennett, D. Scott, and Allan C. Stam. 1996. “The Duration of Interstate Wars, 1816–
1985.” American Political Science Review, 90(2): 239–257.

• Wagner, R. Harrison. 1994. “Peace, War, and the Balance of Power.” American Political
Science Review, 88(3): 593–607.

• Kim, Woosang, and Bruce Bueno de Mesquita. 1995. “How Perceptions Influence the Risk
of War.” International Studies Quarterly, 39(1): 51–65.

• Ramsay, Kristopher. 2006. “Settling it on the Field: Battlefield Events and War Termina-
tion.” Manuscript, Department of Politics, Princeton University.

• Organski, A.F.K., and Jacek Kugler. 1980. The War Ledger. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press.
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• Lemke, Douglas, and Suzanne Werner. 1996. “Power Parity, Commitment to Change, and
War.” International Studies Quarterly, 40(2): 235–260.

• Levy, Jack S. 1987. “Declining Power and the Preventive Motivation for War.” World
Politics, 40(1): 82–107.

• Iklé, Fred Charles. 2005. Every War Must End. 2nd Revised Edition. New York: Columbia
University Press.

• Addison, Tony, and S. Mansoob Murshed. 2002. “Credibility and Reputation in Peace-
making.” Journal of Peace Research, 39(4): 487–501.

• DiCicco, Jonathan M., and Jack S. Levy. 1999. “Power Shifts and Problem Shifts: The Evo-
lution of the Power Transition Research Program,” Journal of Conflict Resolution, 43(6):
675–704.

• Starr, Harvey, and Randalph Siverson. 1998. “Cumulation, Evaluation, and the Research
Process: Investigation the Diffusion of Conflict.” Journal of Peace Research, 35(2): 231–
237.

• Jervis, Robert. 1978. “Cooperation Under the Security Dilemma.” World Politics, 30(2):
167–214.
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