
Today	  

•  More	  of	  your	  ideas	  about	  eye-‐tracking	  
•  What	  predic8ons	  do	  language	  comprehenders	  
make	  when?	  

•  Using	  nouns	  to	  make	  predic8ons	  

•  HW3	  



Ques8ons	  

•  How	  could	  you	  use	  eye-‐tracking	  to	  test	  predic8ons	  of	  
the	  following?	  (Pick	  one,	  and	  if	  8me	  allows,	  talk	  about	  
the	  others.)	  Give	  an	  example	  of	  what	  the	  s8muli	  would	  
be	  like	  (both	  visual	  and	  auditory).	  
–  An	  SRN-‐like	  model	  
–  A	  modal,	  perceptual	  symbol	  model	  
–  An	  amodal,	  abstract	  symbols	  model	  

•  What	  types	  of	  language	  (or	  comprehension	  processes)	  
would	  be	  par8cularly	  hard	  to	  study	  using	  eye-‐tracking?	  
Why?	  	  















Do	  you	  predict	  verbs	  from	  nouns?	  

•  Presented	  wriNen	  noun	  followed	  by	  verb;	  ppts	  
had	  to	  read	  noun	  silently	  and	  verb	  aloud.	  	  

•  Nouns	  and	  verbs	  could	  be	  	  
–  related	  in	  that	  the	  noun	  described	  an	  agent,	  
pa8ent,	  instrument,	  or	  loca8on	  typical	  for	  the	  
verb	  (e.g.	  guitar-‐play)	  	  

– unrelated	  (e.g.	  guitar-‐jog)	  





So…	  

•  People	  use	  whatever	  they	  have	  at	  hand	  (verbs,	  
nouns)	  to	  make	  predic8ons	  about	  what	  will	  come	  
next	  (or	  just	  later)	  

•  They	  make	  these	  predic8ons	  on	  the	  basis	  of	  not	  
merely	  co-‐occurrence	  sta8s8cs	  (though	  this	  
might	  be	  a	  factor),	  but	  also	  likelihood	  of	  an	  event	  
of	  a	  par8cular	  type.	  

•  This	  results	  in	  eye-‐movements	  to	  the	  physical	  
manifesta8ons	  of	  the	  things	  they	  think	  will	  be	  
men8oned	  and	  also	  faster	  reading	  8mes	  


