POLITICAL SCIENCE 110B – Winter 2010 – Mr. Strong

Where are we in the course: way stations
This has been an account of the journey of Western man (and to some degree of Western women) towards becoming a being capable of being his (her) own master and of shaping or controlling the world.  We might call this “the invention of autonomy.”

1. Machiavelli: we find the possibility of importance of willed human actions in shaping the world, what he calls virtú.

2. In Calvin and Luther, there is an insistence on self-conscious activity and choice, which are valued for their own sake.

3. Hobbes gives us an argument for the basic equality of individuals both in and not in society. The contract or covenant thus becomes the basis of civil justice. 

4. Locke shows that individuals are shaped by their own actions and that this means that their relations to those around them (to society) is centrally important as to how they live their life.

5. Harrington continues this by emphasizing the degree to which human relations are shaped by and even determined by the particular world they live in, hence the importance of regulating that world.

6. Montesquieu adds to this a distinct note of skepticism about the ability of humans to actually know and get what they want.

7. Hume shows that even with a skeptical stance humans develop ways of muddling through and that inherited practice is the basis of political wisdom.

