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CLASS LOCATION                             OFFICE LOCATION 
 

 
Race and Ethnicity in American Politics 

Sample Syllabus 
 
Politics is “who gets what, when, and how” (Lasswell 1939). In this course we will consider how 
race and ethnicity impact who gets what, when, and how.  We will begin by surveying the 
historical issues of racial and ethnic minority politics in the United States. In so doing, we will 
consider why race and ethnicity can be political.  From this foundation, we will explore how race 
and ethnicity affect political attitudes, participation, and representation.  We will conclude this 
course by evaluating whether we are in a post-racial or most-racial society.  This course is 
designed to develop (1) a strong substantive understanding of how race and ethnicity are 
connected to the American political system, (2) critical thinking skills about contemporary 
political issues, and (3) written and oral communication skills.  We will focus specifically on 
finding and using evidence to support your arguments in an effort to improve communication 
about sensitive topics.  

 
Ultimate Learning Outcome 

 
Students should be able to develop, support, and communicate in writing a well-researched 

argument about whether the United States is currently in a post-racial world.  Students should be 
able to evaluate evidence from political science research and current events to justify their 

arguments. Students should be able to address the limitations of their argument by critiquing the 
evidence and acknowledging counterarguments. Students should be able to communicate about 

sensitive topics in a way that is respectful.   
 

Mediating Learning Outcomes 
 

Students should be able to identify and properly cite credible sources. Students should be able to 
critique political science research. Students should be able to use evidence from credible sources 

to support a claim in writing and in class discussions. Students should be able to write a clear, 
succinct thesis statement.  

 
Foundational Learning Outcomes 

 
Students should be able to explain the foundations of the complicated connections between race 

and ethnicity in American political history. Students should be able to identify and describe 
patterns in political attitudes, participation, and representation between different racial and ethnic 

groups in the United States.  Students should be able to explain political science theories that 
address why these patterns exist.   
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Teaching Philosophy 
 
My approach to teaching is guided by three fundamental goals. First, I aim to foster the 
development of critical thinking skills. Second, I seek to prepare students to achieve their 
academic and professional goals by giving them opportunities to enhance the skillsets that most 
closely relate to their goals.  Third, I strive to promote an inclusive classroom in which students 
of all demographic, ideological, or political backgrounds are comfortable engaging with one 
another in class discussions.  
 
My Expectations  
 
I have high expectations for my students! This class will be challenging, but I am confident that 
you can succeed if you take the assignments seriously, actively engage with the material—and 
each other—in class, and seek help when needed. My goal is to make this course, including 
lectures and assignments, worth your time.  I expect that you read the assigned material and 
complete short assignments before the beginning of class. I acknowledge that everyone learns 
differently, which is why I assess learning in a variety of ways. However, if at any point you feel 
that you are falling behind in the course, I encourage—and expect—you to talk with me so that 
we can work out a solution together. The sooner you come to me, the better I will be able to help 
you. This class covers a variety of sensitive topics. I expect my students to be respectful of one 
another in class discussions and written material. I encourage students to express disagreement—
in fact, we will learn tremendously from hearing diverse perspectives. But, I expect that students 
will communicate their disagreement respectfully and in line with the principles of community.   
 
Assessment 
 
Over the course of the term, you will be asked to complete several shorter assignments that are 
designed to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to successfully complete the final 
project.  The final project is to write a 1,000-word essay responding to whether the U.S. is 
currently a post-racial society.  A brief overview of each assignment is included on the syllabus. 
More details, including specific instructions, resources, and grading guidelines will be provided 
for each assignment.  You will have ample opportunities to receive feedback on your 
assignments from me and from your peers throughout this course.  
 
Class Participation: 15% 
Data Exploration Projects: 
 Political Attitudes: 10%  
 Political Participation 10% 
Midterm Exam: 20% 
Evidence Critique: 10% 
Final Project Outline: 5% 
Final Project: 30% 
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Class Participation: 15% of final grade 
In Class: Class participation will be key for your learning.  My goal is to have you discussing the 
material and learning from each other much more than I lecture. Perfect attendance is not enough 
to earn an A for participation – you must also actively participate in class discussions and 
activities. Class discussions, especially in the beginning of the course, will give you practice 
using the vocabulary and solidifying your understanding of key concepts. As we move through 
the course, our class discussions will work on deepening your understanding of the material by 
challenging you to apply the basic facts to current events and other examples, and critically 
evaluate evidence. I will provide you with a rubric that I will use to evaluate your contributions 
to our class discussions.   
 
Peer Feedback: Another key component of class participation will be in giving feedback to your 
peers on the short writing assignments. Providing this feedback will not only help your peers, but 
it will help you improve your skills evaluated that week.  
 
Online: The final component to class participation is to participate on our class online discussion 
board. Here, you can post questions about class material or assignments to get help from me or 
your peers. More importantly, you can share news articles, data reports, or other content relevant 
(and appropriate) to our class to open a discussion with your peers. For example, you might post 
a news article that connects to a topic discussed in class. You might explain the connection, 
provide a critique, evaluate the evidence, or introduce some discussion questions.  You can then 
comment on each other’s posts to develop a discussion outside of class. Just as when we are in 
class, however, I expect these discussions to be respectful.  
 
Data Exploration Projects: 20% of final grade 
You will complete two data exploration projects in this class, each constituting 10% of your final 
grade. These assignments are designed to expose you to datasets that are available to you, give 
you experience working with and interpreting data, and allow you to explore topics that interest 
you. We will learn how to use basic data analysis software, discuss data options, and learn to 
interpret data in class. 
 
Political Attitudes Project (10%): Your task is to explore variation (or lack thereof) in a political 
attitude between racial or ethnic groups. You can choose any public opinion question in the 
dataset provided, such as public opinion questions on various policies, presidential approval, or 
economic perceptions.  You should report the results (e.g. what percentage of respondents in 
each group favor a plastic bag ban), interpret the results, and discuss possible explanations of the 
patterns you observe based on class readings and concepts. 350-500 words. 
 
Political Participation Project (10%): Your task is to explore variation (or lack thereof) in a 
political participation behavior between racial or ethnic groups. You can choose any political 
participation behavior in the dataset provided, such as voting, volunteering with a campaign, 
discussing politics, or donating to a candidate or cause. You should report the results (e.g. what 
percentage of respondents in each group reported voting in the most recent primary election), 
interpret the results, and discuss possible explanations of the patterns you observe based on class 
readings and concepts. 350-500 words. 
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Midterm Exam: 20% of final grade 
The midterm exam will be held in class on DATE. The exam will be closed book, closed note 
and will include multiple choice, matching, short answer, and one essay question.  The exam will 
cover content from lectures, readings, and class discussions, with a greater emphasis on lecture 
material. The purpose of the exam is to ensure that students have developed a mastery of the 
foundational concepts in the class.  I will provide a detailed study guide approximately two 
weeks prior to the exam that will include sample questions with example correct answers, 
concepts to master, and study tips.   
 
Evidence Critique: 10% of final grade  
You will write a 500-word critique of a piece of evidence in favor of or against the argument that 
the U.S. is a post-racial society. I will assign you an article to read and critique. You should 
consider whether the evidence presented supports the authors’ argument, as well as the empirical 
limitations of the analysis. You should pay careful attention to the authors’ data sources and 
whether the authors’ causal claims are valid.   
 
Final Project Outline: 5% of final grade 
You will develop an outline for your final essay, including your thesis statement, supporting 
arguments and evidence, and counterarguments. I will provide example outlines and we will 
discuss outlining in class. I will give you feedback on your outlines by no later than two weeks 
before the final project is due.  
 
Final Project: 30% of final grade 
Your final project is to write a 1,000-word essay responding to whether the U.S. is currently 
post-racial or most-racial.  You should develop an original argument in response to this prompt 
and support that argument with evidence from class readings, lecture material, current events, 
and reliable news sources. If you take the short writing assignments seriously and incorporate the 
feedback from your classmates, you should be making good progress toward your final project 
throughout the term. While the final project is not long in length, it must be solid in its content 
and well-written. Concise communication is an essential skill in almost every job sector, and this 
is an excellent opportunity to develop that skill.  
 
 
Course Policies 
 
Quality: Final course grades will be assigned using the following grading scale. Detailed 
information on expectations for written assignments will be provided.  Note that grades will not 
be rounded up. For instance, if your final percentage is 89.9, your course grade will be a B+.  
 

A: 
Excellent work 

B: 
Solid, above average 

work 

C: 
Average work 

D: 
Below average work 

F: 
Substantially below 

expectations 
100-98  A+ 89-87 B+ 79-77 C+ 69-67 D+  < 60 F 
97-93  A 86-83 B 76-73 C 66-63 D   
92-90 A- 82-80 B- 72-70 C- 62-60 D-   
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Attendance: Attendance in all class sessions is strongly encouraged.  I will not formally take 
attendance, but participation in class discussions, simulations, and activities makes up 15 percent 
of your course grade.  In addition, exams will draw primarily on material covered in class, most 
of which is not covered in the course readings.  
 
Late Policies: Late assignments will not be accepted without penalty.  Late assignments will 
receive a five-percentage point deduction to the grade on that assignment for each day late.  
Computer malfunctions will not be considered a legitimate excuse for submitting late 
assignments. I recommend regularly backing up your work on Dropbox, Google Drive, an 
external hard drive or flash drive, or some other system to save your work. For longer 
assignments, you might consider saving multiple drafts and emailing them to yourself as you 
work. In addition, I recommend that you take screenshots or otherwise document submissions to 
TritonEd or Turnitin to provide evidence that you submitted your assignment on time.  
 
Extra Credit: Extra credit will rarely, if ever, be available. As a result, it is crucial that you do 
your best on each and every assignment.  
 
Grade Appeals: I do not communicate about grades over email.  If you are not in class the day an 
assignment or exam is passed back, it is your responsibility to make arrangements with me to 
pick it up.  If you are unsatisfied with your grade on an assignment, you can appeal your grade 
within one week of the date the assignment was returned. To appeal your grade, you need to 
write a one-page, double-spaced explanation of why you think your work merits a higher grade. 
After reviewing the appeal, your assignment will be re-graded.  Your grade can go up, stay the 
same, or go down on the re-grade. After your work is re-graded, I highly recommend that you 
schedule a meeting with me to discuss your work.    
 
Academic Integrity: I expect that students take academic integrity as seriously as I do and that 
academic misconduct will not be an issue in this class.  That said, instances of cheating, 
plagiarism, or other forms of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Academic Integrity 
Office.  If you are unfamiliar with the University’s policy on academic integrity, please consult 
this website.   
 
Learning Disabilities: Students with University-documented learning disabilities should make 
arrangements with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) as soon as possible.   
 
Technology: Please turn off your cell phones before coming to class. If you are expecting an 
important call, please tell me before class, keep your phone on vibrate, and leave quietly when 
you receive the call.  I prefer that you do not use your laptop or tablet in class. If you feel that 
you must use your laptop, please be courteous to your peers and avoid looking at distracting 
content that is unrelated to the course. 
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Course Calendar 
 

Readings will be made available on TritonEd. Readings are to be completed before class on their 
assigned day. The “reading” assignments may include view data reports or visualizations, online 

interactive pages, videos, and podcasts. While there is no required reading from a textbook, if 
you would like additional clarifying information on any of the topics covered in class, I 

recommend the following optional texts, which should be available to you through the library. 
 

McClain, Paula D. and Joseph Stewart Jr. 2014. Can We All Get Along: Race and Ethnic 
Minorities in American Politics, 6th Edition 

 
 
 

Date Readings Driving Questions 
 

Unit 1: Foundations 
 

What is race? What is ethnicity? How have political institutions connected to race and ethnicity 
throughout American history?  

 
Week 1, Day 1 Lee, Taeku. (2008). “Race, Immigration, and the 

Identity to Politics Link.” Annual Review of Political 
Science 
 
Hutchings, Vincent L., and Nicholas A. Valentino. 
(2004). “The centrality of race in American 
politics.” Annual Review of Political Science 

What is race? What is 
ethnicity? 

Week 1, Day 2 Hirschman, Charles. (2004). “The Origin and 
Demise of the Concept of Race.”  
 
Davenport, Lauren. (2016). “The Role of Gender, 
Class, and Religion in Biracial Americans’ Racial 
Labeling Decisions.” American Sociological Review 

Week 2, Day 1 Omi, Michael, and Howard Winant. (2015). Racial 
Formation in the United States: From the 1960s to 
the 1990s, Chapter 1 

How has the 
ethnoracial 
composition of the 
U.S. changed over 
time? Why?  
 

Week 2, Day 2 Chang, Gordon. “Asian Americans and Politics: 
Some Perspectives from History.”  
 
Abrajano, Marisa and Michael Alvarez. (2012). New 
Faces, New Voices: The Hispanic Electorate in 
America, Chapter 1.   

Week 3, Day 1 Cohen-Marks, Mara A. and Christopher Stout. 
(2011). “Can the American Dream Survive the New 
Multiethnic America? Evidence from Los Angeles 
1.” Sociological Forum  
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Cohn, D’Vera and Andrea Caumont. (2016). “10 
demographic trends that are shaping the U.S. and the 
world.” http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-
tank/2016/03/31/10-demographic-trends-that-are-
shaping-the-u-s-and-the-world/  
 
Keating, Dan and Reuben Fischer-Baum. (2018). 
“How U.S. immigration has changed.” Washington 
Post 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/nati
onal/immigration-waves/?utm_term=.f8f0547963b5  
 

Week 3, Day 2 ACLU “A History of the Voting Rights Act.” 
https://www.aclu.org/issues/voting-rights/voting-
rights-act/history-voting-rights-act  
 
Persily, Nathaniel. 2007. “The Promise and Pitfalls 
of the New Voting Rights Act.” Yale Law Journal 

Which laws and 
political institutions 
have shaped political 
participation among 
ethnoracial minorities 
over time? 

 
Unit 2: Political Attitudes and Participation 

 
How do political attitudes vary (or not) between racial and ethnic groups? How do individuals 
from different ethnoracial groups learn about politics differently? How does ethnorace impact 

political participation? Why?  
 

Week 4, Day 1 Sears, David O. and Carolyn L. Funk. (1991). “The 
role of self-interest in social and political attitudes.” 
Advances in experimental social psychology. 
 
Petty, Richard E., and Jon A. Krosnick. (2014).  
Attitude Strength: Antecedents and Consequences. 

What are political 
attitudes and how do 
we measure them? 

Week 4, Day 2 DATA EXPLORATION PROJECT (Political 
Attitudes) DUE 
 
Abrajano, Marisa and Keith T. Poole. YEAR. 
“Assessing the Ethnic and Racial Diversity of 
American Public Opinion.” Chapter 2 in Who Gets 
Represented? Edited by Peter K. Enns and 
Christopher Wlezien.  
 
Rouse, Stella M. (2016). Latinos in a Legislative 
Process: Interests and Influence, Chapter 2.  

How do policy 
preferences vary 
between ethnoracial 
groups?  

Week 5, Day 1 Abrajano, Marisa A. and Michael Alvarez. (2010). 
“Assessing the causes and effects of political trust 
among US Latinos.” American Politics Research 

How do attitudes 
toward the political 
system vary between 
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Wilkes, Rima. (2015). “We trust in government, just 
not in yours: Race, partisanship, and political trust.” 
Social Science Research 

ethnoracial groups? 

Week 5, Day 2 Abrajano, Marisa A. (2014). “Reexamining the 
‘Racial Gap’ in Political Knowledge.” Journal of 
Politics 
 
Pérez, Efrén O. (2015). “Mind the gap: Why large 
group deficits in political knowledge emerge—and 
what to do about them.” Political Behavior 

How does political 
knowledge vary 
between ethnoracial 
groups? Or does it? 
How do we measure 
political knowledge? 

Week 6, Day 1 Brady, Henry E., Sidney Verba, and Kay Lehman 
Schlozman. (1995). “Beyond SES: A resource 
model of political participation.” American Political 
Science Review 
 
Rosenstone, Steven J., and John Hansen. (1993). 
Mobilization, participation, and democracy in 
America, Chapter 1.  

How do we participate 
in politics? Why? How 
do we measure 
participation? 

Week 6, Day 2 DATA EXPLORATION PROJECT (Political 
Participation) DUE 
 
Leighley, Jan E. and Arnold Vedlitz. (1999). “Race, 
ethnicity, and political participation: Competing 
models and contrasting explanations.” Journal of 
Politics.  
 
Bobo, Lawrence, and Franklin D. Gilliam. (1990). 
“Race, sociopolitical participation, and black 
empowerment.” American Political Science Review 

How does political 
participation vary 
between ethnoracial 
groups? Why?   

Week 7, Day 1 Abrajano, Marisa. (2010). Campaigning to the new 
American electorate: Advertising to Latino voters. 
Chapter 1.  
 
García Bedolla, Lisa, and Melissa R. Michelson. 
(2012). Mobilizing Inclusion: Transforming the 
Electorate through Get-out-the-vote Campaigns, 
Chapter 2.  

How do campaigns try 
to mobilize ethnoracial 
minorities? Which 
strategies are most 
effective for increasing 
political engagement 
among minorities? 

Week 7, Day 2 Midterm Review Does political 
participation matter? 

 
Unit 3: Representation, Racism, and Discrimination 

 
Is everyone represented? How do we measure political representation? What are racism and 

discrimination and how do we measure them? How do racial attitudes affect political behavior? 
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Week 8, Day 1  
MIDTERM EXAM 
 
 

 

Week 8, Day 2 Grose, Christian R. (2011). Congress in black and 
white: Race and representation in Washington and 
at home, Chapter 1. 
 
Butler, Daniel M., and David E. Broockman. (2011). 
“Do politicians racially discriminate against 
constituents? A field experiment on state 
legislators.” American Journal of Political Science 
 
Gell-Redman, Micah, Neil Visalvanich, Charles 
Crabtree, and Christopher J. Fariss. (2018). “Do 
lawmakers respond to immigrants’ requests? The 
answer depends on ethnicity and race.” The Monkey 
Cage. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-
cage/wp/2018/01/16/do-lawmakers-respond-to-
immigrants-requests-the-answer-depends-on-
ethnicity-and-race/?utm_term=.b40ca837c85e  

What is 
representation? What 
is the difference 
between descriptive, 
substantive, and 
symbolic 
representation? Why 
does it matter? 

Week 9, Day 1 Tate, Katherine. (2004). “The Puzzle of 
Representation,” Chapter 1 in Black Faces in the 
Mirror 
 
Brown, Anna and Sara Atske. (2016). “Blacks have 
made gains in U.S. political leadership, but gaps 
remain.” http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-
tank/2016/06/28/blacks-have-made-gains-in-u-s-
political-leadership-but-gaps-remain/  
 
Rouse, Stella. (2017). “Opinion: Latinos Need a 
Voice. Where Is It?” NBC News. 
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/news/opinion-
latinos-need-voice-where-it-ncna771701  

Who is represented? 

Week 9, Day 2 Alexander, Michelle. (2012). The New Jim Crow: 
Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness, 
Introduction.  
 
Take the Arab-Muslim IAT, Asian IAT and Race 
IAT 
https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html  
 
 
 

What is racism? What 
is discrimination?  
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Week 10, Day 1 EVIDENCE CRITIQUE DUE 
 
Tarman, Christopher and David Sears. (2005). “The 
Conceptualization and Measurement of Symbolic 
Racism.” Journal of Politics 
 
Pérez, Efrén. (2013). “Implicit attitudes: Meaning, 
measurement, and synergy with political science.” 
Politics, Groups, and Identities 

How do we measure 
racism and 
discrimination? 

Week 10, Day 2 Tesler, Michael, and David O. Sears. (2010). 
Obama’s Race: The 2008 election and the dream of 
a post-racial America, Chapter 4: “The spillover of 
racialization” and Chapter 5: “The racialized voting 
patterns of racial and ethnic minorities” 
 
Engelhardt, Andrew M. “Racial attitudes through a 
partisan lens.”  

How do racial 
attitudes influence 
political attitudes? 
How do racial 
attitudes influence 
political behavior? 

Week 11, Day 1  Abrajano, Marisa A., and Zoltan L. Hajnal. (2015). 
White Backlash: Immigration, race, and American 
Politics, Chapter 1  
 
Sears, David O., Colette Van Laar, Mary Carrillo, 
and Rick Kosterman. (1997). “Is it really racism? 
The origins of white Americans’ opposition to race-
targeted policies.” Public Opinion Quarterly 

Week 11, Day 2 Terkildsen, Nayda. (1993). “When white voters 
evaluate black candidates: The processing 
implications of candidate skin color, prejudice, and 
self-monitoring.” American Journal of Political 
Science 
 
Visalvanich, Neil. (2017). “Asian candidates in 
America: The surprising effects of positive racial 
stereotyping.” Political Research Quarterly 
 
 Highton, Benjamin. (2004). “White voters and 
African American candidates for congress.” 
Political Behavior 

 
Unit 4: Contemporary Issues and the Future of Race and Ethnicity in America 

 
What current events and legislative efforts are affected by race and ethnicity? How do racial 
attitudes shape our perceptions of contemporary issues in the U.S.? What role did race and 
ethnicity play in recent elections? Are we currently in a post-racial or most-racial world? 
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Week 12, Day 1 Gelman, Andrew. (2018). “A new controversy 
erupts over whether voter identification laws 
suppress minority turnout.” The Monkey Cage 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-
cage/wp/2018/06/11/a-new-controversy-erupts-over-
whether-voter-identification-laws-suppress-
minority-turnout/?utm_term=.98c5c2eeeeb8  
 
Highton, Benjamin. (2017). “Voter Identification 
Laws and Turnout in the United States.” Annual 
Review of Political Science 
 
OPTIONAL: Articles discussed in Gelman (2018):  
Hajnal, Zoltan, Nazita Lajevardi, and Lindsay 
Nielson. (2017). “Voter identification laws and the 
suppression of minority votes.” Journal of Politics 
 
Grimmer, Justin, Eitan Hersh, Marc Meredith, 
Jonathan Mummolo, and Clayton Nall. (2018). 
“Obstacles to Estimating Voter ID Laws’ Effect on 
Turnout.” Journal of Politics  

What are voter 
identification laws? 
How do voter 
identification laws 
affect voter turnout, 
particularly among 
minorities? 

Week 12, Day 2 FINAL PROJECT OUTLINE DUE 
 
Alexander, Michelle. (2012). The New Jim Crow: 
Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness, 
Chapter 2 
 
Read the following information on felon voting 
rights by state from the National Conference of State 
Legislatures: http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-
and-campaigns/felon-voting-rights.aspx  

How do felon 
(dis)enfranchisement 
laws affect voter 
turnout, particularly 
among minorities? 

Week 13, Day 1 Abrajano, Marisa A., and Zoltan L. Hajnal. (2015). 
White Backlash: Immigration, race, and American 
Politics, Chapter 2  
 
Brader, Ted, Nicholas A. Valentino, and Elizabeth 
Suhay. (2008). “What triggers public opposition to 
immigration? Anxiety, group cues, and immigration 
threat.” American Journal of Political Science  
 

How do racial 
attitudes affect 
immigration policy 
attitudes? How do 
immigration laws and 
executive orders 
impact minority 
representation and 
political engagement? 

Week 13, Day 2 Final project outline feedback returned 
Gause, LaGina. “Protests, Resources, and 
Legislative Behavior.”  
 
Ming Francis, Megan. (2015). “Here’s how to make 
government care about black lives.” The Monkey 

What is the impact of 
Black Lives Matter on 
policy? What about 
other forms of protest? 
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Cage 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-
cage/wp/2015/12/01/heres-how-to-make-
government-care-about-black-
lives/?utm_term=.f1d41e7e3e84  

Week 14, Day 1 Mendelberg, Tali. (2001). The Race Card: 
Campaign Strategy, Implicit Messages, and the 
Norm of Equality, Chapter 1 
 
Pérez, Efrén O. (2016). Unspoken Politics: Implicit 
Attitudes and Political Thinking, Chapter 6 

How does racial 
campaign messaging 
impact political 
participation and vote 
choice? Did racial 
attitudes affect vote 
choice in 2008, 2012, 
and 2016? How and 
why? 

Week 14, Day 2 *OPTIONAL* Final project rough draft due for 
peer feedback 
 
Mutz, Diana C. (2018). “Status threat, not economic 
hardship, explains the 2016 presidential vote.” 
Proceedings of the National Academy of the 
Sciences 
 
 

Week 15, Day 1 Tesler, Michael, and David O. Sears. (2010). 
Obama’s Race: The 2008 election and the dream of 
a post-racial America, Chapter 8: “Is the Obama 
Presidency Post-Racial? Evidence from His First 
Year in Office.”  
 
Tesler, Michael. (2016). Post-racial or Most-racial? 
Race and politics in the Obama era, Chapter 1 
 
Enders, Adam M. and Jamil S. Scott. (2018). “White 
racial resentment has been gaining political power 
for decades.” The Monkey Cage 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-
cage/wp/2018/01/15/white-racial-resentment-has-
been-gaining-political-power-for-decades/  
 

Are we living in a 
post-racial or most-
racial world? How do 
we know? 

Week 15, Day 2 FINAL PROJECT DUE 
 
Vespa, Jonathan, David M. Armstrong, and Lauren 
Medina. 2018. “Demographic Turning Points for the 
United States: Population Projections for 2020 to 
2060.” 
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/
publications/2018/demo/P25_1144.pdf  

How will our 
conception of race in 
American politics 
change as the U.S. 
electorate changes? 

 
 


