Tribal Digital Village - Book Project, page 3

The Tribal Digital Village:  
Sovereignty, Technology and Collaboration 
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Ross Frank


Department of Ethnic Studies, UCSD

On February 14, 2001, Hewlett-Packard Philanthropy awarded the Southern California Tribal Chairman’s Association (SCTCA) $5 million over 3 years to build a “Digital Village”, a collaborative project to bring computer technology and services to serve a vision for the future developed within this community made up of 18 Indian nations.  This project forms the research site for my current book project.  Research is ongoing, as the HP grant ends in March 2004.  I expect to complete a draft of the manuscript in the fall of 2003.  A preliminary set of topics is summarized in the following outline.

Introduction

Discussion of research questions and issues:


•
Viewing the Tribal Digital Village Project as a window into the construction of tribal sovereignty in Southern California.


•
How do we understand and evaluate the historical promise of the TDV Vision and its implementation?


•
How do the Indian communities in San Diego county tribes incorporate digital technology within a tribally-directed program?


•
What are the changes that the tribal perspective brings to the technology, as well as those that the technology introduces to the tribal communities?


•
How do the tribal communities understand and manage technology’s role in the processes of globalization and concepts of “development” and “modernity”?

Chapter 1

History of Tribal Digital Village


Project structure and direction


Building a wireless backbone


Education and Culture


Economic Development and Tribal Operations

Challenges

Accomplishments

Transition from HP Corporate Philanthropy project

Future possibilities

Chapter 2

Voices and perspectives of Tribal Chairmen, SCTCA leadership and staff assigned to TDV, CTC, PIRC and other related projects, especially:


Tribal collaboration:  sources and discontents


Self and community technological education


Negotiating project goals within a tribally-directed framework

Chapter 3

Voices and perspectives of TDV tribal representatives and community users, especially:


Forms of collaboration:  personal, tribal, with tribal institutions, with other groups and institutions


Who uses technology, what technology gets used, and for what purposes?


How does digital technology interact with tribal goals?

Chapter 4

Exploration of ways technology get used, reused, interpreted, recast, and changed within the Tribal Digital Village project and communities. 

Chapter 5

Discussion of the Tribal Digital Village within the context of global technological change, the global marketplace, pressures for modernization and development, and the development and articulation of active and contemporary forms of sovereignty.

Conclusion

