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TuTh 12:30-1:50p
Lecture: Peterson 104

Discussions: Center 207 (WED 1-1:50p and 2-2:50p)

Instructor: Peter Smith (phsmith@mail.ucsd.edu)
Teaching Assistants: 

Christopher Brennan (chbrenna@ucsd.edu) & Bianca Martinez (bnm005@ucsd.edu)

This course offers an interdisciplinary overview of society and culture in Latin America -- Mexico, the Caribbean, and South America.  Topics include the legacies of conquest, patterns of economic development, changing roles of women, expressions of popular culture, cycles of political change, and U.S.-Latin American relations.

Course requirements include:

1.  regular attendance at lectures/discussions;

2.  assigned readings from:

· Thomas E. Skidmore, Peter H. Smith, and James N. Green, Modern Latin America, 8th edition (New York: Oxford University Press, 2014)

· The Website for MLA 8e (@ http://library.brown.edu/modernlatinamerica)

· Gabriel García Márquez, Chronicle of a Death Foretold (New York: Knopf, 1983 or other)

Lecture outlines can be found in a LATI 50 directory on the instructor’s website at the following  address: http://pages.ucsd.edu/~phsmith.
Examinations/Papers

1.  A mid-term examination (33 percent of final grade); and 

2.  A three-hour final examination (67 percent of final grade).

3.  Students also have the option of submitting a 6-to-10 page paper by Tuesday, March 09.  (This could count for 30 percent of the course grade, with 20 percent for the midterm and 50 percent for the final exam).  Guarantee:  You cannot hurt your grade if you write this paper.  
COURSE SCHEDULE
INTRODUCTION

Jan 05:  Why Latin America?

Jan 07:  Why History?

Reading:

SSG, Modern Latin America, chs. 1-2 [introduction, colonial legacy]

DIMENSIONS OF HISTORY

Jan 12:  Confronting the United States

Jan 14:  How to Read Modern Latin America
Reading:


SSG, Modern Latin America, chs. 3, 5 [Mexico, Cuba]

MLA Website, Chapter 15, Primary Documents Nos. 37, 39 [Monroe Doctrine + Roosevelt Corollary]
A WORLD OF MULTIPLE TRUTHS


Jan 19:  Writers and Society

Jan 21:   A Death Foretold: Motifs and Allusions


Reading:

García Márquez, Chronicle of a Death Foretold, entire
THE QUEST FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Jan 26:  From Export-Import Development to 

  Import-Substitution Industrialization: The Case of Argentina
  Video: “Garden of the Forking Paths”

Jan 28:   Neoliberalism and the Washington Consensus: The Case of Chile

Reading:


SSG, Modern Latin America, chs. 9-10, 12 [Argentina, Chile, economic ideologies]

DEMOCRACY AND DICTATORSHIP

Feb 02:  Authoritarianism and Democracy

Feb 04:  Revolution: Why Then and Not Now?
Reading:


SSG, Modern Latin America, chs. 4, 8, 13 [Central America + Venezuela + political change]

MLA Website, Selected Primary Document No. 10 [Rigoberta Menchú] + No. 15 [Fidel Castro]
SOCIAL INEQUALITY AND SOCIAL MOVEMENTS

Feb 09:  Race, Class, and Social Structure (part I, Bolivia)

  Video:  “Mirrors of the Heart”


Feb 11: Race, Class, and Social Structure (part II, Dominican Republic)
Feb 16: Women, Gender, and Empowerment

  Video:  “In Women’s Hands” 

Reading:


SSG, Modern Latin America, ch. 6 [Central Andes]

Feb 18:  MID-TERM EXAMINATION
Feb 23:  Religion, the Church, and Liberation Theology
Feb 25:  Culture and the Arts

   Video: “Builders of Images”

Reading:


SSG, Modern Latin America, chs. 7, 11, 14 [Colombia + Brazil + culture and society]

THE CHANGING INTER-AMERICAN AGENDA
Mar 02:  The Political Economy of Drug Trafficking  
Mar 04:   Immigration Policy 

    Video: “The Americans”

Mar 09:  Barack Obama and Latin America [OPTIONAL PAPERS DUE]

Reading:

SSG, Modern Latin America, chs. 15-16 [Latin America in the World Arena]

MLA Website, Selected Primary Document No. 43 [Honduras]

FINAL PERSPECTIVES
Mar 11:   Course Review
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