-tli = absolutive suffix for nounsendingin C

-to="go"; singular past intentional suffix added to Base 1.

-toc =tolie Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from on > oc “lie.")

-toca= lay Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from on > oc “lie.")

-toh ="go"; plural past intentional suffix added to Base 1.

-t6n = dim. suffix; derrog. suffix.

-toz = will lie Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, fromon > oc “lie.")

-tza= non-productive transitivizing suffix for verbs ending in -ki#

-tzalan = between, amidst, in the middle of

-tzé = vocative form of -tzintli

-tzihua= form of impersona ending -huafor verbs ending in CtzV# (The Cisretained before
thetz.)

-tzintli = augmentative and dim. suffix in absolutive form.

-tzintlan = below

-uh = possessive singular suffix attached after -ca- in agentive nouns formed from verbs.

-xihua = form of impersonal ending -huafor verbs ending in CsV# (The C isretained before
thex.)

-x6hua = form of impersonal ending -huafor verbs ending in VsV# (The first vowel is
retained before the x.)

-yén = place where something is done (suffixed to verbal stem)

-y6tl (after z: -z0tl, after |: -16tl) = -ship, -ness

-yoh (-oh) = covered with, characterized by

-z =future verb form (V1 V2) (lengthens prior vowel in V3 & V4)

-zquiya (-h) = conditional verb form.

: = optative verb form (V3 V4) (Iengthening of previous vowel)

- = optative verb form (V1 V2) (null suffix)

- = possessive suffix used after V or C (aternative) (null suffix)

- = present verb form singular (null suffix)

- = preterit & admonitive verb form (V2 V3 V4) (null suffix)
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Notation Conventions

# = shows aword boundary when compulsory (e.g., afina i is shown asi#).

- = sign that shows where an affix attaches to another element. (e.g., a suffix may be shown
as-lo.)

: = Two dots over avowel (huén) show that it islong. (In standard orthography amacronis
used.) Two dots on the front of a suffix (-:an) show that it lengthens the previous
vowel. (A convenient alternative orthography could use a doubled vowel to indicate

vowel length.%)

< =what followsisaplura form. (E.g. pilli < R-tin meansthat the plural of pilli is pipiltin.
See below for meaning of R.)

>=what followsis a preterit (past) form. (E.g., pdca> péc means that péca has the preterit
form péc.)

o = dternateswith
<< = derived from
>> = produces, goesto, gives

C = consonant

DO = Direct object

10 = Indirect object

k = the sound k, whether spelt ¢ or qu. (Thisis used here only when spelling will vary by
context.)

kw =the sound kw, whether spelt cu or uc. (Thisis used here only when spelling will vary by
context.)

Launey = Tags usage from Launey’s Introduction a la Langue et a la Littérature Aztéques.

R =first syllable is reduplicated (and the vowel lengthened) in the plural. (Used only in
abbreviating plural formations, e.g. pilli < R-tin meansthe plural of pilli is pipiltin.)

s=the sound s, whether spelt z or c. (Thisis used here only when spelling will vary by
context.)

V = vowel

V1,V2,V3 V4=vebof class 1, 2, 3, or 4. (I have normally tried to indicate the transitivity
of the verb, e.g. Vt2.)

Vb =verb

Vi = intransitive verb (usually followed by a class number: Vi3)

Vr = reflexive verb (sometimes followed by a class number: Vr3)

Vt = trangitive verb (sometimes followed by a class number: Vt3)

Vit = hitransitive verb (always takes two objects)

w = the sound w, whether spelt hu or uh. (Thisis used here only when spelling will vary by
context.)

Litis extremely rare for avowel to be doubled in fully transcribed Nahuatl. (So far | know of no instances.) In
the unlikely event that this might happen, the two vowels could be separated with an apostrophe, thus
alowing the double-vowel convention to indicate length unambiguously. However, double vowels are
common in the incomplete “Franciscan” transcriptions when an unwritten dottal stop comes between
them. That is another whole issue.
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-tech = joined to, upon, asfar as, concerning, beside, next to (general connector in verbal

idioms)

-ti ="go"; singular optative intentional suffix added to Base 1

-ti =-c&ti = (added to N) tobeaN, to act asN

-tia=was Vb-ing (ti+yah) (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from yuah “go.”)
-tia= causative suffix (+-Itia)

N+ti(y)a=to provide sbwith N
Adj+tia=to render st Adj
Vb +tia=tomakesb Vb [4]

-tiaz = will be Vb-ing (ti+yaz) (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from yuah “go.”)

-tic = adjective suffix

-tica= ca= on account of (a person), by means of (athing), at the place/time of, during.
-ticaca= stood Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from ihcac “stand.”)

-ticah = to be Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from cah “be.”)

-ticatca = was Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from cah “be.")

-ticaya = stood Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from ihcac “stand.”)

-ticaz = will stand Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from ihcac “ stand.”)

-tiez = will be Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from cah “be.”)

-tih="go"; plura optative intentional suffix added to Base 1.

-tih = admonitive verb form plural marker

-tihcac = to stand Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from ihcac “stand.”)
-tihuetz = Vb-ed quickly (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from huetzi “fall.”)

-tihuetzi = to Vb quickly (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from huetzi “fall.”)
-tihuetziz = will Vb quickly (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from huetzi “fall.”)
-tihuih = “go”; plural present & future intentional suffix added to Base 1.

-tihuitz = to come Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from huitz “come.”)
-tihuitza= came Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from huiitz “come.”)

-timan = was Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from mani “be spread out.”)
-timanca = was Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from mani “be spread out.”)
-timani = to be Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from mani “be spread out.”)
-timaniz = will be Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from mani “be spread out.”)
-tin="go"; plura optative intentional suffix added to Base 1.

-tin = plural suffix, especialy for nouns ending in tli or glottal stop

-tin = admonitive verb form plural marker

-tinemi = to go about Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from nemi “live.")
-tinemiz = will go about Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from nemi “live.")
-tinen = went about Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from nemi “live.”)
-tinenca = went about Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from nemi “live.")
-tiquiz = passed Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from quiza“emerge, pass.”)
-tiquiza = to pass Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from quiza“ emerge, pass.”)
-tiquizaz = will pass Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from quiza“emerge, pass.”)
-tiuh = to be Vb-ing (ti+yauh) (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from yuah “go.”)

-tiuh ="go”; singular present & future intentional suffix added to Base 1.

-tl = common absolutive suffix used for stemsending in V

-tla= non-productive transitivizing suffix for verbs ending in -gi#

-tlah = place of, place abundant in N.

-tlan = next to, under, between, under
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-ihtic = inside, in the belly of
-ihua = passive formant; see 6
-ihui = non-productive transitivizing suffix
-ilia= appicative verb ending (adds an object)
-itic See-ihtic
-ixco = on the surface of
-lan = next to, in the place of
-lhuia See -lia
-li = absolutive suffix for nounsending in
-lia= causative suffix used with denominative verbsin -ti#
-liaapplicative (+ -lhuia « -ig)
Used to introduce additional oblique object, often benefactive.
-liztli (1) entification, (2) abstraction
-0 (-loh) = passive formant.
-loh = covered with, characterized by; see -yoh
-lotl = -ship, -ness; see yétl
-ltia = causative suffix
-tia= See-tia
-mén = locative suffix
-meh = plural suffix, especialy for nounsending in tl
-mohua = form of impersonal ending -huafor verbs ending in mV#
-nahuac = next to, close to, near, within shouting distance of
-ni = quotidian verb form singular (V1V2)
-ni = quotidian verb form singular (V3 V4)
-0 = passive/inactive suffix (added to Base 2 ending in C)
-6hua = form of impersonal ending -hua for verbs ending in huV#; also occurs as misspelling
of -0a
-0a = non-productive transitivizing suffix; also occurs as misspelling of -ohua.
-oh = covered with, characterized by; see-yoh
-ohua = passivelinactive suffix; seeld
-otl See-yotl
-pa= (1) times (with number); (2) moment relative to point in time
-pa =for, by means of, for the sake of
-pampa = account of, for, reason for, through, because of
-pan =in, on for, above, in the time of, in the presence of
-queh = future verb form plural marker
-queh = plural suffix, especialy for preterit agentives
-queh = preterit verb form plural marker
-qui = agentive suffix used after C
-qui = “come”; singular optative intentional suffix added to Base 1.
-quih ="“come”; plural optative intentional suffix added to Base 1.
-quihuih = “come”; plural future intentional suffix added to Base 1.
-quiuh = “come”; singular future intentional suffix added to Base 1.
-téhua = to depart Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from éhua“rise, depart.”)
-téhuac = departed Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from éhua “rise, depart.”)
-téhuaz = will depart Vi-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from éhua “rise, depart.”)
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Aide-Mémoireto Verbal Subject & Object Affixes

Subject Prefixes Object Prefixes

Singular Plura Singular Plura

1 ni- (n-) i (t-) 1. néch- téch-

2.1i- (&) am- (an-) 2. mitz- améch-

3. — — 3. c-lqui- quim- (quin-)
somebody: té
something: tla

Reflexive Prefixes

Singular Plura
1. no- (n+) to- (t-)
2. mo- (m-) mo- (m-)
3.mo- (m-) mo- (m-)

Aide-Mémoireto Pronominal & Noun Affixes

Possessive Prefixes? Possessive Suffixes (added to possessed nouns)
Singular Plura Singular Plura
1. no- (n-) to- (t-) C-hui -hugn
2. mo- (m-) amo- (am-) V-uh
3. im- (in-)
Absolutive Suffixes Agentive Suffixes (nouns derived from verbs)
Singular  Plurd Singular Plura
CHli -tinfmeh C-qui -queh
V-l -(me)h C-co
[-li -tin V-c
-in -meh, -tin3

The plura isnormal in Nahuatl only for animate things or inanimate things granted
metaphorical animate status.

2The-o-is dropped before , e, or “strong” i.

3.The absolutive suffix -inis largely used in asmall number of words related to bugs, worms, and other very
small animals.
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Summary of Nahuatl Noun Morphology

Plural is marked for animate items only, although thisis compromised in the creation
of animatizing and inanimatizing metaphors. All nouns are either possessed
(composed of items 1-2-3 in the following list) or absolutive (composed 2-4).
Addition of item O creates a clause.

0. Prefixed subject pronoun (only if the remainder is a predicate complement to the subject
pronoun)
1ni/ti
2.tilan
3-
The prefixed subject pronouns render the remainder of the compound a predicate
nominative on an assumed present-tense linking verb. (Ti-toltecatl =“You area
Toltec.”)

Possessed Nouns
1. Possessive pronoun prefix (incompatible with 4; requires 3)
Specific Possessor (common):
1no/to
2mo/amoe mo
3i* mo/ime mo

Non-Specific Possessor (Uincommon):
té human possessor
tla non-human possessor
ne dummy possessor on reflexive verbs made into nouns
(arelic pronoun)
2. Noun Stem (Sometimes involving some replacive items.)
3. Possessive suffix (incompatible with 4, required by 1)
singular: V-uh ¢ C-hui e -
plura: huén

Unpossessed (Absolutive) Nouns

1. Noun Stem (Sometimes involving some reduplicative pluras.)

2.Absolutive number suffix (incompatible with 1 and 3)
singular:tlie llie tleine -
[ Assimilations: I+tli >> lli; V+i >> V-tl; C+l >> C-i]
plurd: tine mehe h
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tI& = optative verb marker (“if"), normally written as separate word

tléca- = negative optative verb marker (“if not”), normally written as separate word
tldcamo- = negative optative verb marker (“if not”), normally written as separate word
to- = 1t person plural possessive & reflexive prefix

- = 3rd person singular & plural subject prefix (null prefix)

Suffixes

-a= non-productive transitivizing suffix for verbs ending in -i#

-ahui = non-productive transitivizing suffix

-adtia = dternative causative suffix for any very ending in -a#

-C = agentive suffix? used after V

-c=in, a, among

- = interparticle ligature when the second particleis negative

-C = preterit verb form (V1)

-¢(a) = interparticle ligature when the second particle is negative

-ca = particle added to the preterit stem to form an possessed agentive noun ending in -uh or -
huan

-ca = pluperfect verb form

-ca = through, by, with, for

-cén = optative plural marker

-cén = in the place/time of

-céti = -ti = (added to N) to beaN, to act asN

-chéhua = form of impersona ending -hua for verbs ending in VtzV# (The first vowel is
retained before the ch.)

-C0 = agentive suffix? used after C

-c0o = “come”; singular present/past intentional suffix added to Base 1

-colc =in, &, anong

-cbhua = form of impersonal ending -huafor verbs ending in cV#

-coh ="“come”; plural present/past intentional suffix added to Base 1.
-eh (pl. -ehqueh) = possessor of (after C; see huah.)

-h="go"; singular optative intentional suffix added to Base 1.

-h = plural suffix, especialy for nounsending in tl

-h = present, quotidian, imperfect, & pluperfect verb form plural marker
-h = admonitive verb form (V1) (lost in plural)

-hua = passive suffix (added to Base 2 ending); see l6.

-hugn = in the company of, with

-huén = possessed plural suffix

-huah = possessor of (esp. after V; see-eh)

-hualo = passive/inactive verb ending

-hui = possessive singular suffix used after C

-huic = toward, against

-icampa= behind

-ixpan = before, in the presence of

-ia= non-productive transitivizing suffix for verbsending in -a# or -i#
-iaapplicative formant (adds an object); see-lia. Also occurs as misspelling of -iya
-icpac = on top of, on someone’s head, above
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Reference Table of Most Affixes

The following aphabetical table is intended to include al of the affixes in the
foregoing tables in asingle list. It is divided into prefixes and suffixes (based on which side
of the root the affix goes on).

Prefixes

ah- = negative verb prefix

ahmo- = negative verb prefix

am- = 2nd person plural possessive & subject prefix

améch- = 2nd person plural object prefix

amo- = 2nd person plural possessive prefix

an- 2nd person plura subject prefix

¢- = 3rd person singular object prefix

hud- = directional prefix (“hither")

i- = 3rd person singular possessive prefix

im- = 3rd person plural possessive prefix

in- = 3rd person plural possessive prefix

m- = 2nd & 3rd person singular & plural reflexive prefix

m- = 2nd person singular possessive prefix

mé& = optative verb marker (= if), normally written as separate word
méca = negative optative verb marker (“if not"), normally written as separate word
mécamo- = negative optative verb marker (“if not"), normally written as separate word
mitz- = 2nd person singular object prefix

mo- = 2nd & 3rd person singular & plural reflexive prefix

mo- = 2nd person singular possessive prefix

n- = 1st person singular possessive, reflexive, and subject prefix

na- = reciprocaly

ne- = non-specific object prefix

ne- = dummy possessive prefix on nouns derived from reflexives
néch- = 1st person singular object prefix

ni- = 1st person singular subject prefix

no- = 1st person singular possessive & reflexive prefix

& = preterit prefix

on- = directional prefix (“thither")

qui- = 3rd person singular object prefix

quim- = 3rd person plural object prefix

quin- = 3rd person plural object prefix

Rh- (reduplication of initial syllable plus-h) = prefix stressing repetitive action
t- = 1st person plural possessive, reflexive, and subject prefix

t- = 2nd person singular subject prefix

té& = non-specific human possessive prefix

téch- = 1t person plural object prefix

ti- = 1st person plural subject prefix

ti- = 2nd person singular subject prefix

tla- = non-human object prefix
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Summary of Nahuatl Verb Morphology
A Nahuatl verb is composed of the following elements:

0. Optative Marker (separate word)
ma = if, should it bethat, let it be that
tla=tlé =if, should it be that, perhaps, let it be that
(more polite than md)
mécamd] = if not; let it not be that (from mé + ahmo)
tlaca[ma] = if not; let it not be that (more polite than mécamd)
1. Negative marker
ah (prefix)
ahmo negative marker (separate word). (Incompatible with optative marker, item 0.)
2. Antecessive Prefix (Showing action is or will be finished by the time of speech or thetime
of the main verb. Compulsory with preterit.)
]
3. Subject pronoun
1ni/ti (s xi)
2ti (+ xi)/am (+ an) (* xi) (usexi in optative)

4. Object pronoun (Specific Benefactive, 10, or DO) (incompatible with 7, below). (See
“How to Choose” box after item 12.)
1. néch / téch
2 mitz / améch
3c/qui4/ quim (quim>> im as extra DO pronoun if pressed)
5. Directional marker (for space or time)
on = thither
hué = hither
6. Reflexive pronoun
1no/to
2& 3mo
remnant ne (used when reflexive verb is used nonreflexively)
7. Non-specific Benefactive, 10, or DO pronoun (incompatible with 5, above). (See “How to
Choose” box after item 12.)
(Thisisadummy object for use with transitive verbs without a stated object..)
té for humans
tla for non-humans
(Notethat tlain this position can aso serve as a depersonalizing mock subject for use
when the real subject is a place name and hence inherently locative.)
8. Verbin Appropriate Stem Form
(See below for way to figure out what verb isin which class.)
9. Tense & number suffix (See table below.)
10. Causative ending (added only to intransitive verbs)
(Caution: many irregularitiesin this formation!)
tiafltia = to, at, on

4 Use c hefore or after avowel, qui elsewhere.
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11. Passivelinactive ending
loe huae o ohuae hualo

12. Applicative ending (to increase number of objects by one)
()(ia=to, at, on

Summary Table of Nahuatl Numbers

How to Choose Object Pronouns:
(Relevant toitems 4 & 7 above.)
Agree with the rightmost in the following sequence
Direct Object < Indirect Object < Benefactive Object
("I giveit <toyou < for her.")
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0/5 1/6 207 3/8 4/9
prefixforms.  cém- ¢ cén- 0m-+ on- (Y)&y)(i)-  ndhui- » nduh-
cé=1 dme=2 &i(*ye=3 ndhui=4
mécuilli chicua+1=6 chic+2=7 chicu+3=8 chiuc+4=9
=5
mahtlactli =10 10 10 10 10
6n1=11 ém2=12 ém3=13 6nd=14
caxtdlli =15 15 15 15 15
6n1=16 ém2=17 ém3=18 6n4=19
cém-péhualli 20 20+ 20 20
=20 onl1=21 0m2=22 0m3=23 0nd=24
20 20 20 20 20
0m5=25 0n6=26 on7=27 0n8=28 0n9=29
20 206m 10 206m 10 206m 10 20 6m 10
0m10=30 0nl=31 om2=32 0m3=33 O0nd=34
20 2006n15 2006n15 2006n15 200n15
6n15=35 6n1=36 ém2=37 6m3=38 6n4=39
ém-pohuali= 40 40 40 40
40 6n1=41 ém2=42 ém3=43 6nd=44
40 40 40 40 40
ém5=45 6n6=46 on7=47 6n8=48 6n9=49
40 40 6m 10 40 6m 10 40 6m 10 40 6m 10
6m10=50 06nl=51 0m2="52 0m3=53 4=54
40 406n15 406n 15 406n15 406n 15
6n15="55 6n1="56 ém2="57 ém3="58 6n4=59
cém-pohuali = 20. or 20
6m-pohuali = 40.
yé-pohuali = 60.
néuh-pdhualli (« nap-pbhualli) = 80.
mécuil-péhualli = 100.
chicua-cem-péhuali = 120.
chic-6m-péhualli = 140.
mahtlac-pohualli = 200.
mahtlac-pdhualli once = 201.
caxtol-pohualli = 300.
cén-tzontli = 400. or 202
cén-xiquipilli = 8000. or 20"3
cén pohual-xiquipilli = 160,000. or 20"
1998 = néuh-tzontli caxtolli-on-nduh-pohualli caxtolli-on-éyi
4 four-hundreds (1600)15 + 4 twenties (380) 15+ 3 0nes (18)
2006 = mécuilli-tzontli chicua-cé (6)
5 four-hundreds (2000) SiX
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Consonant Mutations

Vh dways produces a short vowel.
All final vowels become short.

Arranged by Input

ch + ch>> ch (optional)

ch +tz >> tz (optional)

h+t>>1t(?)

kw +p>>kp

[+t >>1

[+y>>Il

M >> ni#

mC>>nCunlessC=morp

n+y>>yy

t#>> ht (usually written t
anyway)

tz+ ch>> ch (optional)

tz +tz >> tz (optional)

uc+c>>cc

uc+0>>co

uh + m>>mm (optional)

th+0>>0

uh + p>> pp (optional)

Y>> xi#

z+ch>> zz (usua)

z+1>> zz (usua)

z+t>>xt

Z+1z>> 7z (usua)

Z+X>> 7z (usual)

z+y>> 7z (usua)

Arranged by Output

cc<<uc+c

ch << ch + ch (optional)

ch <<tz + ch (optional)

co<<uc+o

hi# << t# (usually written t
anyway)

kp<<kw+p

<<l +tl

<<l +y

lt<<h+1t(?)

mm << uh +m (optional)

N << m#

nC<<mC (unlessC=mor p)

o<<uh+o

pp << uh + p (optional)

tz << ch + tz (optional)

tz <<tz + tz (optional)

X# << y#

Xt<<z+t

yy-n+y

7z << 2+ ch (usua)

7z<<z+| (usua)

72 << 7 +1z (usud)

7z <<Z+ X (usua)

7z <<z +Yy (usua)
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Verbs

A norma Nahuatl verb has nine “time/mood” forms. How they are formed depends
on which of four “classes’ the verb falls into. Further, the nine time/mood forms are
sometimes usefully thought of as derived from three “bases,” athough these may not be of
much interest to a beginner. Table 1 shows the forms for regular verbs. Table two shows the
four “irregular” verbs of Nahuatl. Table three explains how to assign averb to aclasss

Verb Table 1: Bases& Time/Mood Endings (With Examples)
Lettersin paretheses are added only in the plural

V1 V2 V3 V4

cry live bathe eat
BASE 1. chdca- yoli- &ltia- cua-
Present -(h) -(h) -(h) -(h)
Quotidian® -:ni(h) -ni(h) -:ni(h) -ni(h)
Imperfect -ya(h) -ya(h) -ya(h) -ya(h)

ti-chdca-h = we cry
ti-8tia-:ni = you are in the habit of bathing
am-qui-cua-:ya-h = you were eating it

BASE 2: chdca- yol- altih- cuah-
Preterit’ -k(eh) -(queh) -(queh) -(queh)
Pluperfect -ca(h) -ca(h) -ca(h) -ca(h)
Admonitive®  -h(tin) ~(tin) -(tin) ~(tin)

-ti-alti-h-queh = we bathed
ti-y6l-ca = you had lived
méca qui-cuah-tin = let them not eat it, lest they eat it

BASE 3 chdca- yoli- alti- cud-
Future -Z(queh) -z(queh) -Z(queh) -z(queh)
Optative® -(cén) -(can) -(cén) -(cén)
Conditiona -zquiya(h) -zquiya(h) -zquiya(h) -zquiya(h)

chéca-z-queh = they will cry

mayoli-can = let them live

célti-zqueh = they will bathe him
célti-zquiyah = they would bathe him
-c-dlti-zquiya = she would have bathed him

5_Remember: In these tables, C = consonant, V = vowel; but Vi, Vt, Vr = verb intransitive, transitive, reflexive.
6.The quotidian form stresses that an action is usual or customary. Some writers call it the “ customary present.”

7-Also called the perfect, the preterit is used for single past events. Note that the use of the prefix 6 is
compulsory with the preterit.

8.The admonitive form is sometimes called the vetative. It is used to warn against something. My sources
conflict on whether it is more usualy used with mé or méco. Apparently it contains a negative within it,
and is not negated by a separate negative added to it.

9.What | have here called optative is sometimes called imperative. It is used to express the wish that somehing
be done. Note that in the optative, 2nd person singular and plural subject prefixes become xk.
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Verb Table2: TheFour Irregular Verbsto
Lettersin parentheses are added only in the plural

Dictionary: célye huitza ydhuih hudll&hudhuih
Tobe To come Togo Tocome

BASE 1:

Present sing. cah huitz sing: yauh hudllauh

Present pl. cateh huitzeh pl: huih hudlhuih

Imperfect yeya(h) yaya(h) hudlhuiya(h)

BASE 2: catca- huitza- ya huélla-

Preterit -(h) -(h) -h(queh) -h(queh)

BASE 3 ye ya- huélla-

Future -z(queh) -z(queh) -Z(queh)

Verb Table 3: Decision Treeto Assign aVerb to a Classt!
(Examples show production of preterit from present.)

1. Closed List of “Exceptions’
Four irregular verbs.
célye, huitza, yalhuih, hudl&hudhuih
(SeeVerb Table 2.)
péca (péc) = towash (V2 not V1)
téna (tnac) = to be warm; to prosper (V1 not V2)
z6ma (z6mah) = to irritate (V4 not V2)

2. Verbsin V-huaand V-ya
-hua (Vi) >> 1
éhua >> éhuac = he departed
-hua (Vtr) >> 2
&hua >> méuh = he arose (raised himself)
-ya(Vi)>>1or 2 asyou like

3. Selected Monosyllables
Monosyllablesin #Catt >> V4
Monosyllablesini#>> V1 (and i >>1)

i >> quic = hedrank it

4. Verbsin -o, -tla, and -ca
Co>>V1(and 0>>6)
pano >> pandqueh = they passed
temo >> temdc = he descended

10 What is irregular about these verbsis that they do not have complete paradigms based on the same root, but
rather mix two different roots together, alsousing the preterit forms of the second root for the present.
Itiseasiest simply to call them irregular and memorize the table.

11 This table has been remarkably robust. So far it has accurately predicted the verb class of every Nahuatl verb
| have seen.
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Verbal Nouns

Nouns are often derived from verbs to show an actor or agent (“runner”), a patient
(“employee”) or an abstraction (“running”).

Abstract Nouns. In Nahuatl abstract nouns derived from verbs normally simply add -
liztli or -iztli to the verb stem: nemi = to live, nemiztli = living; cochi = to deep; cochiliztli =
sleeping; tlazohtla = to love, tlazohtlaiztli = love; miqui = to die, miquiliztli/miquiztli =
death.

Sometimes transitive verbs include té&- or tla- dummy object prefixes (for people and
things respectively or mo for reflexive verbs) in the abstraction: témachtia = to instruct
(people), té.machti.liztli = instructing, education.

Agentive Nouns. Agentive nouns (indicating actors) are usually formed in the
absolutive form in one of three ways:

1. Add the suffix -ni to verbal stem (and form the plural by adding -meh to
that):
mati =to know, tlamati = to know (something), tlamatini = scholar,
tla.mati.ni.meh = scholars, the scholarly people.

2. Add the suffix -qui (plural: -queh) to the preterit form (deleting the
preceding o-):
chdca=to cry, 6 chicac = cried, chdcacqui = the one crying
miqui = to die, & mic = died, micqueh = dead people
cua= eat, 0 cuah = ate, cuahqui = eater

3. Inafew cases, the preterit agentive form omits the singular -qui (but not
the plural -queh) and isindistinguishable from the preterit verb except
that the 6 ismissing:
poloa=to lay waste, té.poloa = to conquer (people), 6 té.poloh =
conquered, té.poloh = conqueror, té.poloh.queh = conquerors,
conquistadores.

When possessed (non-absolutive), al agentive nouns take the same form:
preterit + -ca- + -uh (plural: -huén):

tlamati.ni = scholar,

T.tlamat.cauh = his scholar, i.tlamat.cahuan = his scholars
chécac.qui = the one crying, no.chéca.ca.uh = my crying one
mic.qui = adead person,

to.mic.ca.uh = our dead (person) to.mic.ca.hudn = our dead (people)
tépoloh.queh = conquerors, mo.tépoloh.ca.uh = your conqueror
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How to Form an Applicative: -lia-ia

#Catt >> #Célia
-ca>> quia (s quilia)
-hua>> huia (s huilia)
-iyatt >> -iydia
HIV#>> tiliae chtlia

-tzV#>> chilia
-tV#>> chlia
-sV#>> xlia

Auxiliary & Intentional Verb Suffixes

Table of Auxiliary Suffixes
Singular Verbs, Preterit Stem (Base 2)

verb present past future formula
cah=he -ticah -ticatca -tiez to be Vb-ing
éhua=rise, -téhua -téhuac -téhuaz to depart, Vb-
depart ing
huetzi = fall -tihuetzi -tihuetz -tihuetziz to Vb quickly
huitz=come | -tihuitz -tihuitza to come Vb-ing
ihcac=gtand | -tihcac -ticaca, -ticaz to stand Vb-ing

-ticaya
mani = be -timani -timan, - -timaniz to be Vb-ing
(spread out) timanca
nemi =live -tinemi -tinen(ca) -tinemiz to go about
Vh-ing
(on)oc =lie -toc -toca -toz tolieVb-ing
quiza= emerge, |-tiquiza -tiquiz -tiquizaz to pass,
pass Vh-ing
yauh =go -tiuh -tia(<<tityah) |-tiaz (<<ti+yaz) |togo/beVb-ing
(<<ti+yauh)

Tableof Intentional Suffixes
“Coming & Goingin order to Vb”
Use present stem (Base 1)

Come (Introver se conjugations)

Go (Extrover se conjugations)

tense sing plural tense sing plural Launey
fu -quiuh  -quihuih ~ [pr/fu -tiuh -tihuih imperf.
pr/pa -C0 -coh pa -to -toh perfect.
optative -Qui -quih optative -h, -ti -tih, tin optative
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tla>>V1

motla>> quimétiac = he threw stones at him
-ca>>V1

chdca>> chdcagueh = they wept

téca>> motécac = he lay down

5. Other Verbs

CCV >V1
itta>> quittaqueh = they saw it
ahci >> ahcic = he arrived

VCV >> V2
quiza>> niquiz = | sent out
miqui >> mic = she died; miqueh = they died
tzacua >> niquitzauc = | covered it
néci >> nézqueh = they appeared
xima>> ninoxin = | shaved myself
chiya= nitlachix = I looked
mati = quimah = he knew it

VV>>V3

ihtoa>> ihtoh = he spoke, quihtohqueh = they said it
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Verb Table 4. “Passive” Endingst?

Classs1& 2
-0, -0, i-:hua
transtivein-i,-a -0
intransitivein -i -thua, -ohua
intransitivein a -ohua
Class3-:10
Class4-16
Irregular verbs:
cah >> yelohua ya>> huilohua

For some verbs -6 optionally aternates with -o.

Note that applying the passive endings always produces a Class-| verb, with past in -
¢/-queh and futurein -z.

Root Consonant Mutations With the Suffix -:hua

cV# >> cohua
mV# >> mohua
huV# >> 6hua
VsV#>> Vxohua
VizV# >> Vchohua
CsV# >> Cxihua
CtzV# >> Ctzihua

Usage examples:

The passive, better called “non-active” or “middie-voice,” cannot show an agent.
When applied to an intransitive verb, it shows a general condition.

i=Vtltodrink ihua= it isdrunk
teca=Vtltolay down tecahua = heislaid out

&na Vt2 to capture &nalo e 8no = heiscaptured
tléza=Vt2to hurl tlézalo + tléxo = heisthrown
itta=Vtltosee ittalo * itto = you are seen
miqui = Vi2to die miquih = they are dying

mico = people are dying

12, find passives confusing and unpredictable. Thistable is helpful, but | do not guarantee that it accounts for

al cases.
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Causatives & Applicatives
Genera Form: Vb + tia=to make sb Vb []

Example: quiza (Vi) = exit (Vi)

quix-tia (causative)= remove (cause to exit) (Vt)
quix-ti-lia (applicative of causative)
= remove (something) from (somebody) (Vtt)

How to Form a Causative: -tia -Itia
Causatives From Intransitive Verbs:

-ti# (verb derived from noun) >> -lia
-i#t>>itia

Vui# & Veatt >> Vctia

‘huV#>> :uhtia

‘mV#>> mtia

nV#>> :nVtia

ZV#>> xtia

tV#>> chtia

Causatives From Transitive Verbs

Passive formed in -lo# >> -Itia
Passive formed in -o# or -huatt >> tia

Causatives From All Verbs (optional variant)
-at >> -gltia (less common than above)
Causatives From Irregular Verbs:

cah>>?
yauh >> huica (Vt1) = conduct, lead

Causatives from Non-Verbs

N+ti(y)a = to provide somebody with N
Adj+tia= to render something Adj

How to Form a Semi-Causative
(Converts Vi to Vt. Not a productive device(?) but many pairs of verbs conform to this.)
-t >> -t
-t >> -at -ki# >> -tz
it >> -t -ti# >> -tlaft
-ihui# or -ahui# >> -oa
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-tli = absolutive suffix for nounsendingin C

-to="go"; singular past intentional suffix added to Base 1.

-toc =tolie Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from on > oc “lie.")

-toca= lay Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from on > oc “lie.")

-toh ="go"; plural past intentional suffix added to Base 1.

-t6n = dim. suffix; derrog. suffix.

-toz = will lie Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, fromon > oc “lie.")

-tza= non-productive transitivizing suffix for verbs ending in -ki#

-tzalan = between, amidst, in the middle of

-tzé = vocative form of -tzintli

-tzihua= form of impersona ending -huafor verbs ending in CtzV# (The Cisretained before
thetz.)

-tzintli = augmentative and dim. suffix in absolutive form.

-tzintlan = below

-uh = possessive singular suffix attached after -ca- in agentive nouns formed from verbs.

-xihua = form of impersonal ending -huafor verbs ending in CsV# (The C isretained before
thex.)

-x6hua = form of impersonal ending -huafor verbs ending in VsV# (The first vowel is
retained before the x.)

-yén = place where something is done (suffixed to verbal stem)

-y6tl (after z: -z0tl, after |: -16tl) = -ship, -ness

-yoh (-oh) = covered with, characterized by

-z =future verb form (V1 V2) (lengthens prior vowel in V3 & V4)

-zquiya (-h) = conditional verb form.

: = optative verb form (V3 V4) (Iengthening of previous vowel)

- = optative verb form (V1 V2) (null suffix)

- = possessive suffix used after V or C (aternative) (null suffix)

- = present verb form singular (null suffix)

- = preterit & admonitive verb form (V2 V3 V4) (null suffix)
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Notation Conventions

# = shows aword boundary when compulsory (e.g., afina i is shown asi#).

- = sign that shows where an affix attaches to another element. (e.g., a suffix may be shown
as-lo.)

: = Two dots over avowel (huén) show that it islong. (In standard orthography amacronis
used.) Two dots on the front of a suffix (-:an) show that it lengthens the previous
vowel. (A convenient alternative orthography could use a doubled vowel to indicate

vowel length.%)

< =what followsisaplura form. (E.g. pilli < R-tin meansthat the plural of pilli is pipiltin.
See below for meaning of R.)

>=what followsis a preterit (past) form. (E.g., pdca> péc means that péca has the preterit
form péc.)

o = dternateswith
<< = derived from
>> = produces, goesto, gives

C = consonant

DO = Direct object

10 = Indirect object

k = the sound k, whether spelt ¢ or qu. (Thisis used here only when spelling will vary by
context.)

kw =the sound kw, whether spelt cu or uc. (Thisis used here only when spelling will vary by
context.)

Launey = Tags usage from Launey’s Introduction a la Langue et a la Littérature Aztéques.

R =first syllable is reduplicated (and the vowel lengthened) in the plural. (Used only in
abbreviating plural formations, e.g. pilli < R-tin meansthe plural of pilli is pipiltin.)

s=the sound s, whether spelt z or c. (Thisis used here only when spelling will vary by
context.)

V = vowel

V1,V2,V3 V4=vebof class 1, 2, 3, or 4. (I have normally tried to indicate the transitivity
of the verb, e.g. Vt2.)

Vb =verb

Vi = intransitive verb (usually followed by a class number: Vi3)

Vr = reflexive verb (sometimes followed by a class number: Vr3)

Vt = trangitive verb (sometimes followed by a class number: Vt3)

Vit = hitransitive verb (always takes two objects)

w = the sound w, whether spelt hu or uh. (Thisis used here only when spelling will vary by
context.)

Litis extremely rare for avowel to be doubled in fully transcribed Nahuatl. (So far | know of no instances.) In
the unlikely event that this might happen, the two vowels could be separated with an apostrophe, thus
alowing the double-vowel convention to indicate length unambiguously. However, double vowels are
common in the incomplete “Franciscan” transcriptions when an unwritten dottal stop comes between
them. That is another whole issue.
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-tech = joined to, upon, asfar as, concerning, beside, next to (general connector in verbal

idioms)

-ti ="go"; singular optative intentional suffix added to Base 1

-ti =-c&ti = (added to N) tobeaN, to act asN

-tia=was Vb-ing (ti+yah) (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from yuah “go.”)
-tia= causative suffix (+-Itia)

N+ti(y)a=to provide sbwith N
Adj+tia=to render st Adj
Vb +tia=tomakesb Vb [4]

-tiaz = will be Vb-ing (ti+yaz) (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from yuah “go.”)

-tic = adjective suffix

-tica= ca= on account of (a person), by means of (athing), at the place/time of, during.
-ticaca= stood Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from ihcac “stand.”)

-ticah = to be Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from cah “be.”)

-ticatca = was Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from cah “be.")

-ticaya = stood Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from ihcac “stand.”)

-ticaz = will stand Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from ihcac “ stand.”)

-tiez = will be Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from cah “be.”)

-tih="go"; plura optative intentional suffix added to Base 1.

-tih = admonitive verb form plural marker

-tihcac = to stand Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from ihcac “stand.”)
-tihuetz = Vb-ed quickly (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from huetzi “fall.”)

-tihuetzi = to Vb quickly (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from huetzi “fall.”)
-tihuetziz = will Vb quickly (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from huetzi “fall.”)
-tihuih = “go”; plural present & future intentional suffix added to Base 1.

-tihuitz = to come Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from huitz “come.”)
-tihuitza= came Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from huiitz “come.”)

-timan = was Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from mani “be spread out.”)
-timanca = was Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from mani “be spread out.”)
-timani = to be Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from mani “be spread out.”)
-timaniz = will be Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from mani “be spread out.”)
-tin="go"; plura optative intentional suffix added to Base 1.

-tin = plural suffix, especialy for nouns ending in tli or glottal stop

-tin = admonitive verb form plural marker

-tinemi = to go about Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from nemi “live.")
-tinemiz = will go about Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from nemi “live.")
-tinen = went about Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from nemi “live.”)
-tinenca = went about Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from nemi “live.")
-tiquiz = passed Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from quiza“emerge, pass.”)
-tiquiza = to pass Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from quiza“ emerge, pass.”)
-tiquizaz = will pass Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from quiza“emerge, pass.”)
-tiuh = to be Vb-ing (ti+yauh) (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from yuah “go.”)

-tiuh ="go”; singular present & future intentional suffix added to Base 1.

-tl = common absolutive suffix used for stemsending in V

-tla= non-productive transitivizing suffix for verbs ending in -gi#

-tlah = place of, place abundant in N.

-tlan = next to, under, between, under
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-ihtic = inside, in the belly of
-ihua = passive formant; see 6
-ihui = non-productive transitivizing suffix
-ilia= appicative verb ending (adds an object)
-itic See-ihtic
-ixco = on the surface of
-lan = next to, in the place of
-lhuia See -lia
-li = absolutive suffix for nounsending in
-lia= causative suffix used with denominative verbsin -ti#
-liaapplicative (+ -lhuia « -ig)
Used to introduce additional oblique object, often benefactive.
-liztli (1) entification, (2) abstraction
-0 (-loh) = passive formant.
-loh = covered with, characterized by; see -yoh
-lotl = -ship, -ness; see yétl
-ltia = causative suffix
-tia= See-tia
-mén = locative suffix
-meh = plural suffix, especialy for nounsending in tl
-mohua = form of impersonal ending -huafor verbs ending in mV#
-nahuac = next to, close to, near, within shouting distance of
-ni = quotidian verb form singular (V1V2)
-ni = quotidian verb form singular (V3 V4)
-0 = passive/inactive suffix (added to Base 2 ending in C)
-6hua = form of impersonal ending -hua for verbs ending in huV#; also occurs as misspelling
of -0a
-0a = non-productive transitivizing suffix; also occurs as misspelling of -ohua.
-oh = covered with, characterized by; see-yoh
-ohua = passivelinactive suffix; seeld
-otl See-yotl
-pa= (1) times (with number); (2) moment relative to point in time
-pa =for, by means of, for the sake of
-pampa = account of, for, reason for, through, because of
-pan =in, on for, above, in the time of, in the presence of
-queh = future verb form plural marker
-queh = plural suffix, especialy for preterit agentives
-queh = preterit verb form plural marker
-qui = agentive suffix used after C
-qui = “come”; singular optative intentional suffix added to Base 1.
-quih ="“come”; plural optative intentional suffix added to Base 1.
-quihuih = “come”; plural future intentional suffix added to Base 1.
-quiuh = “come”; singular future intentional suffix added to Base 1.
-téhua = to depart Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from éhua“rise, depart.”)
-téhuac = departed Vb-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from éhua “rise, depart.”)
-téhuaz = will depart Vi-ing (Auxiliary added to Base 2, from éhua “rise, depart.”)
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Aide-Mémoireto Verbal Subject & Object Affixes

Subject Prefixes Object Prefixes

Singular Plura Singular Plura

1 ni- (n-) i (t-) 1. néch- téch-

2.1i- (&) am- (an-) 2. mitz- améch-

3. — — 3. c-lqui- quim- (quin-)
somebody: té
something: tla

Reflexive Prefixes

Singular Plura
1. no- (n+) to- (t-)
2. mo- (m-) mo- (m-)
3.mo- (m-) mo- (m-)

Aide-Mémoireto Pronominal & Noun Affixes

Possessive Prefixes? Possessive Suffixes (added to possessed nouns)
Singular Plura Singular Plura
1. no- (n-) to- (t-) C-hui -hugn
2. mo- (m-) amo- (am-) V-uh
3. im- (in-)
Absolutive Suffixes Agentive Suffixes (nouns derived from verbs)
Singular  Plurd Singular Plura
CHli -tinfmeh C-qui -queh
V-l -(me)h C-co
[-li -tin V-c
-in -meh, -tin3

The plura isnormal in Nahuatl only for animate things or inanimate things granted
metaphorical animate status.

2The-o-is dropped before , e, or “strong” i.

3.The absolutive suffix -inis largely used in asmall number of words related to bugs, worms, and other very
small animals.
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Summary of Nahuatl Noun Morphology

Plural is marked for animate items only, although thisis compromised in the creation
of animatizing and inanimatizing metaphors. All nouns are either possessed
(composed of items 1-2-3 in the following list) or absolutive (composed 2-4).
Addition of item O creates a clause.

0. Prefixed subject pronoun (only if the remainder is a predicate complement to the subject
pronoun)
1ni/ti
2.tilan
3-
The prefixed subject pronouns render the remainder of the compound a predicate
nominative on an assumed present-tense linking verb. (Ti-toltecatl =“You area
Toltec.”)

Possessed Nouns
1. Possessive pronoun prefix (incompatible with 4; requires 3)
Specific Possessor (common):
1no/to
2mo/amoe mo
3i* mo/ime mo

Non-Specific Possessor (Uincommon):
té human possessor
tla non-human possessor
ne dummy possessor on reflexive verbs made into nouns
(arelic pronoun)
2. Noun Stem (Sometimes involving some replacive items.)
3. Possessive suffix (incompatible with 4, required by 1)
singular: V-uh ¢ C-hui e -
plura: huén

Unpossessed (Absolutive) Nouns

1. Noun Stem (Sometimes involving some reduplicative pluras.)

2.Absolutive number suffix (incompatible with 1 and 3)
singular:tlie llie tleine -
[ Assimilations: I+tli >> lli; V+i >> V-tl; C+l >> C-i]
plurd: tine mehe h
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tI& = optative verb marker (“if"), normally written as separate word

tléca- = negative optative verb marker (“if not”), normally written as separate word
tldcamo- = negative optative verb marker (“if not”), normally written as separate word
to- = 1t person plural possessive & reflexive prefix

- = 3rd person singular & plural subject prefix (null prefix)

Suffixes

-a= non-productive transitivizing suffix for verbs ending in -i#

-ahui = non-productive transitivizing suffix

-adtia = dternative causative suffix for any very ending in -a#

-C = agentive suffix? used after V

-c=in, a, among

- = interparticle ligature when the second particleis negative

-C = preterit verb form (V1)

-¢(a) = interparticle ligature when the second particle is negative

-ca = particle added to the preterit stem to form an possessed agentive noun ending in -uh or -
huan

-ca = pluperfect verb form

-ca = through, by, with, for

-cén = optative plural marker

-cén = in the place/time of

-céti = -ti = (added to N) to beaN, to act asN

-chéhua = form of impersona ending -hua for verbs ending in VtzV# (The first vowel is
retained before the ch.)

-C0 = agentive suffix? used after C

-c0o = “come”; singular present/past intentional suffix added to Base 1

-colc =in, &, anong

-cbhua = form of impersonal ending -huafor verbs ending in cV#

-coh ="“come”; plural present/past intentional suffix added to Base 1.
-eh (pl. -ehqueh) = possessor of (after C; see huah.)

-h="go"; singular optative intentional suffix added to Base 1.

-h = plural suffix, especialy for nounsending in tl

-h = present, quotidian, imperfect, & pluperfect verb form plural marker
-h = admonitive verb form (V1) (lost in plural)

-hua = passive suffix (added to Base 2 ending); see l6.

-hugn = in the company of, with

-huén = possessed plural suffix

-huah = possessor of (esp. after V; see-eh)

-hualo = passive/inactive verb ending

-hui = possessive singular suffix used after C

-huic = toward, against

-icampa= behind

-ixpan = before, in the presence of

-ia= non-productive transitivizing suffix for verbsending in -a# or -i#
-iaapplicative formant (adds an object); see-lia. Also occurs as misspelling of -iya
-icpac = on top of, on someone’s head, above
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Reference Table of Most Affixes

The following aphabetical table is intended to include al of the affixes in the
foregoing tables in asingle list. It is divided into prefixes and suffixes (based on which side
of the root the affix goes on).

Prefixes

ah- = negative verb prefix

ahmo- = negative verb prefix

am- = 2nd person plural possessive & subject prefix

améch- = 2nd person plural object prefix

amo- = 2nd person plural possessive prefix

an- 2nd person plura subject prefix

¢- = 3rd person singular object prefix

hud- = directional prefix (“hither")

i- = 3rd person singular possessive prefix

im- = 3rd person plural possessive prefix

in- = 3rd person plural possessive prefix

m- = 2nd & 3rd person singular & plural reflexive prefix

m- = 2nd person singular possessive prefix

mé& = optative verb marker (= if), normally written as separate word
méca = negative optative verb marker (“if not"), normally written as separate word
mécamo- = negative optative verb marker (“if not"), normally written as separate word
mitz- = 2nd person singular object prefix

mo- = 2nd & 3rd person singular & plural reflexive prefix

mo- = 2nd person singular possessive prefix

n- = 1st person singular possessive, reflexive, and subject prefix

na- = reciprocaly

ne- = non-specific object prefix

ne- = dummy possessive prefix on nouns derived from reflexives
néch- = 1st person singular object prefix

ni- = 1st person singular subject prefix

no- = 1st person singular possessive & reflexive prefix

& = preterit prefix

on- = directional prefix (“thither")

qui- = 3rd person singular object prefix

quim- = 3rd person plural object prefix

quin- = 3rd person plural object prefix

Rh- (reduplication of initial syllable plus-h) = prefix stressing repetitive action
t- = 1st person plural possessive, reflexive, and subject prefix

t- = 2nd person singular subject prefix

té& = non-specific human possessive prefix

téch- = 1t person plural object prefix

ti- = 1st person plural subject prefix

ti- = 2nd person singular subject prefix

tla- = non-human object prefix
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Summary of Nahuatl Verb Morphology
A Nahuatl verb is composed of the following elements:

0. Optative Marker (separate word)
ma = if, should it bethat, let it be that
tla=tlé =if, should it be that, perhaps, let it be that
(more polite than md)
mécamd] = if not; let it not be that (from mé + ahmo)
tlaca[ma] = if not; let it not be that (more polite than mécamd)
1. Negative marker
ah (prefix)
ahmo negative marker (separate word). (Incompatible with optative marker, item 0.)
2. Antecessive Prefix (Showing action is or will be finished by the time of speech or thetime
of the main verb. Compulsory with preterit.)
]
3. Subject pronoun
1ni/ti (s xi)
2ti (+ xi)/am (+ an) (* xi) (usexi in optative)

4. Object pronoun (Specific Benefactive, 10, or DO) (incompatible with 7, below). (See
“How to Choose” box after item 12.)
1. néch / téch
2 mitz / améch
3c/qui4/ quim (quim>> im as extra DO pronoun if pressed)
5. Directional marker (for space or time)
on = thither
hué = hither
6. Reflexive pronoun
1no/to
2& 3mo
remnant ne (used when reflexive verb is used nonreflexively)
7. Non-specific Benefactive, 10, or DO pronoun (incompatible with 5, above). (See “How to
Choose” box after item 12.)
(Thisisadummy object for use with transitive verbs without a stated object..)
té for humans
tla for non-humans
(Notethat tlain this position can aso serve as a depersonalizing mock subject for use
when the real subject is a place name and hence inherently locative.)
8. Verbin Appropriate Stem Form
(See below for way to figure out what verb isin which class.)
9. Tense & number suffix (See table below.)
10. Causative ending (added only to intransitive verbs)
(Caution: many irregularitiesin this formation!)
tiafltia = to, at, on

4 Use c hefore or after avowel, qui elsewhere.
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11. Passivelinactive ending
loe huae o ohuae hualo

12. Applicative ending (to increase number of objects by one)
()(ia=to, at, on

Summary Table of Nahuatl Numbers

How to Choose Object Pronouns:
(Relevant toitems 4 & 7 above.)
Agree with the rightmost in the following sequence
Direct Object < Indirect Object < Benefactive Object
("I giveit <toyou < for her.")
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0/5 1/6 207 3/8 4/9
prefixforms.  cém- ¢ cén- 0m-+ on- (Y)&y)(i)-  ndhui- » nduh-
cé=1 dme=2 &i(*ye=3 ndhui=4
mécuilli chicua+1=6 chic+2=7 chicu+3=8 chiuc+4=9
=5
mahtlactli =10 10 10 10 10
6n1=11 ém2=12 ém3=13 6nd=14
caxtdlli =15 15 15 15 15
6n1=16 ém2=17 ém3=18 6n4=19
cém-péhualli 20 20+ 20 20
=20 onl1=21 0m2=22 0m3=23 0nd=24
20 20 20 20 20
0m5=25 0n6=26 on7=27 0n8=28 0n9=29
20 206m 10 206m 10 206m 10 20 6m 10
0m10=30 0nl=31 om2=32 0m3=33 O0nd=34
20 2006n15 2006n15 2006n15 200n15
6n15=35 6n1=36 ém2=37 6m3=38 6n4=39
ém-pohuali= 40 40 40 40
40 6n1=41 ém2=42 ém3=43 6nd=44
40 40 40 40 40
ém5=45 6n6=46 on7=47 6n8=48 6n9=49
40 40 6m 10 40 6m 10 40 6m 10 40 6m 10
6m10=50 06nl=51 0m2="52 0m3=53 4=54
40 406n15 406n 15 406n15 406n 15
6n15="55 6n1="56 ém2="57 ém3="58 6n4=59
cém-pohuali = 20. or 20
6m-pohuali = 40.
yé-pohuali = 60.
néuh-pdhualli (« nap-pbhualli) = 80.
mécuil-péhualli = 100.
chicua-cem-péhuali = 120.
chic-6m-péhualli = 140.
mahtlac-pohualli = 200.
mahtlac-pdhualli once = 201.
caxtol-pohualli = 300.
cén-tzontli = 400. or 202
cén-xiquipilli = 8000. or 20"3
cén pohual-xiquipilli = 160,000. or 20"
1998 = néuh-tzontli caxtolli-on-nduh-pohualli caxtolli-on-éyi
4 four-hundreds (1600)15 + 4 twenties (380) 15+ 3 0nes (18)
2006 = mécuilli-tzontli chicua-cé (6)
5 four-hundreds (2000) SiX
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Consonant Mutations

Vh dways produces a short vowel.
All final vowels become short.

Arranged by Input

ch + ch>> ch (optional)

ch +tz >> tz (optional)

h+t>>1t(?)

kw +p>>kp

[+t >>1

[+y>>Il

M >> ni#

mC>>nCunlessC=morp

n+y>>yy

t#>> ht (usually written t
anyway)

tz+ ch>> ch (optional)

tz +tz >> tz (optional)

uc+c>>cc

uc+0>>co

uh + m>>mm (optional)

th+0>>0

uh + p>> pp (optional)

Y>> xi#

z+ch>> zz (usua)

z+1>> zz (usua)

z+t>>xt

Z+1z>> 7z (usua)

Z+X>> 7z (usual)

z+y>> 7z (usua)

Arranged by Output

cc<<uc+c

ch << ch + ch (optional)

ch <<tz + ch (optional)

co<<uc+o

hi# << t# (usually written t
anyway)

kp<<kw+p

<<l +tl

<<l +y

lt<<h+1t(?)

mm << uh +m (optional)

N << m#

nC<<mC (unlessC=mor p)

o<<uh+o

pp << uh + p (optional)

tz << ch + tz (optional)

tz <<tz + tz (optional)

X# << y#

Xt<<z+t

yy-n+y

7z << 2+ ch (usua)

7z<<z+| (usua)

72 << 7 +1z (usud)

7z <<Z+ X (usua)

7z <<z +Yy (usua)
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Verbs

A norma Nahuatl verb has nine “time/mood” forms. How they are formed depends
on which of four “classes’ the verb falls into. Further, the nine time/mood forms are
sometimes usefully thought of as derived from three “bases,” athough these may not be of
much interest to a beginner. Table 1 shows the forms for regular verbs. Table two shows the
four “irregular” verbs of Nahuatl. Table three explains how to assign averb to aclasss

Verb Table 1: Bases& Time/Mood Endings (With Examples)
Lettersin paretheses are added only in the plural

V1 V2 V3 V4

cry live bathe eat
BASE 1. chdca- yoli- &ltia- cua-
Present -(h) -(h) -(h) -(h)
Quotidian® -:ni(h) -ni(h) -:ni(h) -ni(h)
Imperfect -ya(h) -ya(h) -ya(h) -ya(h)

ti-chdca-h = we cry
ti-8tia-:ni = you are in the habit of bathing
am-qui-cua-:ya-h = you were eating it

BASE 2: chdca- yol- altih- cuah-
Preterit’ -k(eh) -(queh) -(queh) -(queh)
Pluperfect -ca(h) -ca(h) -ca(h) -ca(h)
Admonitive®  -h(tin) ~(tin) -(tin) ~(tin)

-ti-alti-h-queh = we bathed
ti-y6l-ca = you had lived
méca qui-cuah-tin = let them not eat it, lest they eat it

BASE 3 chdca- yoli- alti- cud-
Future -Z(queh) -z(queh) -Z(queh) -z(queh)
Optative® -(cén) -(can) -(cén) -(cén)
Conditiona -zquiya(h) -zquiya(h) -zquiya(h) -zquiya(h)

chéca-z-queh = they will cry

mayoli-can = let them live

célti-zqueh = they will bathe him
célti-zquiyah = they would bathe him
-c-dlti-zquiya = she would have bathed him

5_Remember: In these tables, C = consonant, V = vowel; but Vi, Vt, Vr = verb intransitive, transitive, reflexive.
6.The quotidian form stresses that an action is usual or customary. Some writers call it the “ customary present.”

7-Also called the perfect, the preterit is used for single past events. Note that the use of the prefix 6 is
compulsory with the preterit.

8.The admonitive form is sometimes called the vetative. It is used to warn against something. My sources
conflict on whether it is more usualy used with mé or méco. Apparently it contains a negative within it,
and is not negated by a separate negative added to it.

9.What | have here called optative is sometimes called imperative. It is used to express the wish that somehing
be done. Note that in the optative, 2nd person singular and plural subject prefixes become xk.
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Verb Table2: TheFour Irregular Verbsto
Lettersin parentheses are added only in the plural

Dictionary: célye huitza ydhuih hudll&hudhuih
Tobe To come Togo Tocome

BASE 1:

Present sing. cah huitz sing: yauh hudllauh

Present pl. cateh huitzeh pl: huih hudlhuih

Imperfect yeya(h) yaya(h) hudlhuiya(h)

BASE 2: catca- huitza- ya huélla-

Preterit -(h) -(h) -h(queh) -h(queh)

BASE 3 ye ya- huélla-

Future -z(queh) -z(queh) -Z(queh)

Verb Table 3: Decision Treeto Assign aVerb to a Classt!
(Examples show production of preterit from present.)

1. Closed List of “Exceptions’
Four irregular verbs.
célye, huitza, yalhuih, hudl&hudhuih
(SeeVerb Table 2.)
péca (péc) = towash (V2 not V1)
téna (tnac) = to be warm; to prosper (V1 not V2)
z6ma (z6mah) = to irritate (V4 not V2)

2. Verbsin V-huaand V-ya
-hua (Vi) >> 1
éhua >> éhuac = he departed
-hua (Vtr) >> 2
&hua >> méuh = he arose (raised himself)
-ya(Vi)>>1or 2 asyou like

3. Selected Monosyllables
Monosyllablesin #Catt >> V4
Monosyllablesini#>> V1 (and i >>1)

i >> quic = hedrank it

4. Verbsin -o, -tla, and -ca
Co>>V1(and 0>>6)
pano >> pandqueh = they passed
temo >> temdc = he descended

10 What is irregular about these verbsis that they do not have complete paradigms based on the same root, but
rather mix two different roots together, alsousing the preterit forms of the second root for the present.
Itiseasiest simply to call them irregular and memorize the table.

11 This table has been remarkably robust. So far it has accurately predicted the verb class of every Nahuatl verb
| have seen.
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Verbal Nouns

Nouns are often derived from verbs to show an actor or agent (“runner”), a patient
(“employee”) or an abstraction (“running”).

Abstract Nouns. In Nahuatl abstract nouns derived from verbs normally simply add -
liztli or -iztli to the verb stem: nemi = to live, nemiztli = living; cochi = to deep; cochiliztli =
sleeping; tlazohtla = to love, tlazohtlaiztli = love; miqui = to die, miquiliztli/miquiztli =
death.

Sometimes transitive verbs include té&- or tla- dummy object prefixes (for people and
things respectively or mo for reflexive verbs) in the abstraction: témachtia = to instruct
(people), té.machti.liztli = instructing, education.

Agentive Nouns. Agentive nouns (indicating actors) are usually formed in the
absolutive form in one of three ways:

1. Add the suffix -ni to verbal stem (and form the plural by adding -meh to
that):
mati =to know, tlamati = to know (something), tlamatini = scholar,
tla.mati.ni.meh = scholars, the scholarly people.

2. Add the suffix -qui (plural: -queh) to the preterit form (deleting the
preceding o-):
chdca=to cry, 6 chicac = cried, chdcacqui = the one crying
miqui = to die, & mic = died, micqueh = dead people
cua= eat, 0 cuah = ate, cuahqui = eater

3. Inafew cases, the preterit agentive form omits the singular -qui (but not
the plural -queh) and isindistinguishable from the preterit verb except
that the 6 ismissing:
poloa=to lay waste, té.poloa = to conquer (people), 6 té.poloh =
conquered, té.poloh = conqueror, té.poloh.queh = conquerors,
conquistadores.

When possessed (non-absolutive), al agentive nouns take the same form:
preterit + -ca- + -uh (plural: -huén):

tlamati.ni = scholar,

T.tlamat.cauh = his scholar, i.tlamat.cahuan = his scholars
chécac.qui = the one crying, no.chéca.ca.uh = my crying one
mic.qui = adead person,

to.mic.ca.uh = our dead (person) to.mic.ca.hudn = our dead (people)
tépoloh.queh = conquerors, mo.tépoloh.ca.uh = your conqueror
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How to Form an Applicative: -lia-ia

#Catt >> #Célia
-ca>> quia (s quilia)
-hua>> huia (s huilia)
-iyatt >> -iydia
HIV#>> tiliae chtlia

-tzV#>> chilia
-tV#>> chlia
-sV#>> xlia

Auxiliary & Intentional Verb Suffixes

Table of Auxiliary Suffixes
Singular Verbs, Preterit Stem (Base 2)

verb present past future formula
cah=he -ticah -ticatca -tiez to be Vb-ing
éhua=rise, -téhua -téhuac -téhuaz to depart, Vb-
depart ing
huetzi = fall -tihuetzi -tihuetz -tihuetziz to Vb quickly
huitz=come | -tihuitz -tihuitza to come Vb-ing
ihcac=gtand | -tihcac -ticaca, -ticaz to stand Vb-ing

-ticaya
mani = be -timani -timan, - -timaniz to be Vb-ing
(spread out) timanca
nemi =live -tinemi -tinen(ca) -tinemiz to go about
Vh-ing
(on)oc =lie -toc -toca -toz tolieVb-ing
quiza= emerge, |-tiquiza -tiquiz -tiquizaz to pass,
pass Vh-ing
yauh =go -tiuh -tia(<<tityah) |-tiaz (<<ti+yaz) |togo/beVb-ing
(<<ti+yauh)

Tableof Intentional Suffixes
“Coming & Goingin order to Vb”
Use present stem (Base 1)

Come (Introver se conjugations)

Go (Extrover se conjugations)

tense sing plural tense sing plural Launey
fu -quiuh  -quihuih ~ [pr/fu -tiuh -tihuih imperf.
pr/pa -C0 -coh pa -to -toh perfect.
optative -Qui -quih optative -h, -ti -tih, tin optative
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tla>>V1

motla>> quimétiac = he threw stones at him
-ca>>V1

chdca>> chdcagueh = they wept

téca>> motécac = he lay down

5. Other Verbs

CCV >V1
itta>> quittaqueh = they saw it
ahci >> ahcic = he arrived

VCV >> V2
quiza>> niquiz = | sent out
miqui >> mic = she died; miqueh = they died
tzacua >> niquitzauc = | covered it
néci >> nézqueh = they appeared
xima>> ninoxin = | shaved myself
chiya= nitlachix = I looked
mati = quimah = he knew it

VV>>V3

ihtoa>> ihtoh = he spoke, quihtohqueh = they said it
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Verb Table 4. “Passive” Endingst?

Classs1& 2
-0, -0, i-:hua
transtivein-i,-a -0
intransitivein -i -thua, -ohua
intransitivein a -ohua
Class3-:10
Class4-16
Irregular verbs:
cah >> yelohua ya>> huilohua

For some verbs -6 optionally aternates with -o.

Note that applying the passive endings always produces a Class-| verb, with past in -
¢/-queh and futurein -z.

Root Consonant Mutations With the Suffix -:hua

cV# >> cohua
mV# >> mohua
huV# >> 6hua
VsV#>> Vxohua
VizV# >> Vchohua
CsV# >> Cxihua
CtzV# >> Ctzihua

Usage examples:

The passive, better called “non-active” or “middie-voice,” cannot show an agent.
When applied to an intransitive verb, it shows a general condition.

i=Vtltodrink ihua= it isdrunk
teca=Vtltolay down tecahua = heislaid out

&na Vt2 to capture &nalo e 8no = heiscaptured
tléza=Vt2to hurl tlézalo + tléxo = heisthrown
itta=Vtltosee ittalo * itto = you are seen
miqui = Vi2to die miquih = they are dying

mico = people are dying

12, find passives confusing and unpredictable. Thistable is helpful, but | do not guarantee that it accounts for

al cases.
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Causatives & Applicatives
Genera Form: Vb + tia=to make sb Vb []

Example: quiza (Vi) = exit (Vi)

quix-tia (causative)= remove (cause to exit) (Vt)
quix-ti-lia (applicative of causative)
= remove (something) from (somebody) (Vtt)

How to Form a Causative: -tia -Itia
Causatives From Intransitive Verbs:

-ti# (verb derived from noun) >> -lia
-i#t>>itia

Vui# & Veatt >> Vctia

‘huV#>> :uhtia

‘mV#>> mtia

nV#>> :nVtia

ZV#>> xtia

tV#>> chtia

Causatives From Transitive Verbs

Passive formed in -lo# >> -Itia
Passive formed in -o# or -huatt >> tia

Causatives From All Verbs (optional variant)
-at >> -gltia (less common than above)
Causatives From Irregular Verbs:

cah>>?
yauh >> huica (Vt1) = conduct, lead

Causatives from Non-Verbs

N+ti(y)a = to provide somebody with N
Adj+tia= to render something Adj

How to Form a Semi-Causative
(Converts Vi to Vt. Not a productive device(?) but many pairs of verbs conform to this.)
-t >> -t
-t >> -at -ki# >> -tz
it >> -t -ti# >> -tlaft
-ihui# or -ahui# >> -oa
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