SOC 121

Guide for the Final Paper

Here is an outline for your final paper. For each section, I put the approximate number of pages in parentheses to give you a sense of the approximate proportions of the paper which should be between 10 and 15 pages in total length. But you can write longer or shorter papers and still get top grades.  
1. Introduction (cc. ½ page).
This should raise the main questions that you will discuss.

2. Literature review (cc. 4 pages)
This is the second most important part of your paper. It reviews the three or four concepts you chose to investigate using your cases as illustrations. Here you give a theoretical or general exposition of the chosen concepts. Be critical and thorough. All you need is the required readings for the course but if you go beyond that it is great and will probably improve your paper. I want you to review each concept. See if you can tie them together. (Remember, you are writing for an audience that did not take the class!)  
3. A short description of the cases (cc. 1 ½ -2 pages)
Here you give a short description how you found your subjects and explain how the interviews happened. (Remember, you are writing for an audience that did not take the class!)   Give a short biographical sketch for each respondent. These thumbnail sketches should not be longer than half a page on each. (You can use either their real name or a pseudonym.)
4. Discussion (cc. 6-7 pages)
This is the most important part of your paper. Here you take each concept and apply them to ALL four cases. You must explain how each concept is illustrated by your cases. You can also say, of course, that for this case the concept is irrelevant or that the case contradicts the ideas behind concept. That is fine. You should use the concept as a tool to understand your respondents’ careers, but if it is not useful for some, try to think why it is not.

Compare and contrast!! Compare the cases with respect to the concept chosen. 

5. Conclusion (cc. 1 page)
What did you learn from this research? Answer the main questions you posed in the Introduction. 

6. References

Here you list all the works that you refer to in the text. Use The American Journal of Sociology reference format. (You can find it in the Meyer and Rowan piece, or in Granovetter’s Strength of Weak Ties article.)

The paper should be organized (use section headers). The text should be clear, grammatically correct and should use paragraph format (i.e. no sentence fragments, bullets, etc.). Be sure to proof read, spell check, and make appropriate paragraph breaks when necessary. Use an 11-12 point font, double-space and number each page.
